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Never tte a 
Searchlight marks Holocaust 
Memorial Day by looking at 
genocides around the world 
and asking whether the 
phrase“Never again” 
is anything more than 
empty rhetoric . 
SearchlightExzra Vv 
is free to UK Searchlight i 
subscribers 


Searchlight 
Magazine online 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous 
issues of the magazines. 


Yr ladikellig-lesili enim lelguriielicela| 
fascism and racism in Britain and 
internationally. Historical features, 
interviews and much more. 


To find out about fascism past and present 
visit SS 
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October 2005 
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Jr ‘om rains, winds and floods, More uncounted 
ed by dehvdr on starvation and neglect, Hospitals 
witheat electricity, water or food d for the staff and patients, 


Author Dr Richard Pankhurst | Cate: October 2005 
The re Fascist invasion of Ethiopia 
‘y years ago the armies of Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia, lb 
ratnaly widely inown a= Abyssinia, without the courtesy 
any declaration of war, 


Mm Author Tony Barrett | Date: September 2005 


H | CLiverpool arieves for victim of racist murder 
Tony Barrett, 4 journalist working for the Liverpool Bc ne, reparts from 
" he city on its Feaciel n to an appalling racist murder > 


Author; Peter Lazenby | Date: September 2005 


Bombings backlash 
The city of Leeds found itself undet the unwelcome spotlight of the 
world’s media when polite revealed three of the London bombers 
lived there, Peter Lazenby, a journalist on the >> 
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2008 the year ahead 


WELCOME to the first Searchlight of 2008. 
Last year was good for anti-fascism. Against the 
odds we managed to beat the BNP in virtually 
every local council, leaving them demoralised, 
short of money and increasingly at odds with one 
another. The BNP ended the year with fewer 
councillors than when the year began, an internal 
feud which is ripping the party apart and at least 
one police investigation into alleged criminality 
by its leadership. 

However, there is certainly no room for 
compliancy. Searchlight has long argued that the 
BNP has done well, often despite itself, and that 
the conditions that have given rise to its growth 
continue to exist and are likely to become more 
favourable to the party with the predicted 
downturn in the economy. We also face elections 
to the London Assembly. The BNP hopes to win 
two seats in the London-wide poll, contested 
under proportional representation, in which 
its fortunes are unlikely to be affected by 
the internal wranglings currently engulfing the 
party. The election in London is a forerunner to 
the more important European elections next 
year. Success there would transform the BNP. 

Against this backdrop Searchlight will be 
redoubling its efforts over the coming year. 
We will continue to work with local anti-BNP 
groups and the political parties to defeat the 
fascists at council elections. We will run our most 
imaginative and innovative campaign to date in 
London and this spring we shall produce a 
public policy pamphlet aimed at explaining the 
rise of the BNP and suggesting policy remedies. 

Further afield we will be keeping an eye on the 
US presidential elections. Not only will the next 
occupant of the White House have an impact on 
us all, but the developing debate on immigration, 
which has now become centre stage, could be a 
precursor for the direction of political discourse 
in this country. If this debate continues as it has 
begun, we will have a new battle on our hands as 
politicians of all parties jostle to be the most 
intolerant. At least in the new Liberal Democrat 
leader we have a politician who is prepared to 
buck the trend by speaking honestly on the issue. 

To achieve what we want to accomplish over 
the next 12 months we need your support. 
We need you to continue buying and reading 
Searchlight, supporting our campaigns locally 
and nationally and even volunteering to help us 
on a more regular basis (see page 14 for how you 
can volunteer). 

With your help Hope not Hate can win 
in 2008. —_ 


The British National 
Party has over the past 
few weeks experienced 
its biggest crisis since 
the party was formed in 
1982. Atleast 14 people 
have been expelled, 
including several full- 
time party officials, and 
another 50 organisers 
and regional officers 
have gone on strike in 
support. Having refused 
to back downin 
response toan 
ultimatum, they too now 
face expulsion. 

Nick Lowles investigates 


Mark Collett (left) and 
Martin Reynolds 


Ithough Nick Griffin remains 

in charge of the party, his 

leadership and authority have 

been severely weakened, as has 
the party generally. Allegations of illegal 
activities have resulted in at least one 
police investigation, and with the 
prospect of whole swathes of the party 
leaving in Yorkshire, the East Midlands 
and Scotland, it was a disastrous end to 
an already poor year. 

The crisis erupted on Sunday 9 
December when the BNP website 
announced the sacking of Sadie 
Graham, the party’s group development 
officer, and Kenny Smith, its 
administration officer, “on the grounds 
of gross misconduct ... [they] now face 
disciplinary charges over alleged 
offences against the BNP Constitution 
and Code of Conduct”. 

The posting claimed that this move 
had been forced on the party after it 
emerged that the two were involved in 
an attempted coup against the 
leadership, including the deliberate 
leaking of party information to 
Searchlight. “Some months ago, a BNP 
Intelligence Department was set up, 
with one of its key initial targets being 
to track down the source of these 
problems and provide the evidence 
needed to expose those responsible and 
put an end to their subversion.” 
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The sackings followed the removal of 
Graham’s computer from her house. 
Four members of the BNP security 
team, led by Martin Reynolds, took the 
computer while allegedly dropping off 
some party literature. Graham was not 
at home at the time and claims that they 
gained entry by deception and that the 
computer was hers, not one provided by 
the BNP, and so it was an act of theft. 

On the same day another security 
team, this time from Cumbria, 
attempted to gain access to the flat 
Smith shared with his wife Nicholla, 
who ran the BNP merchandising 
operation Excalibur. Presumably the 
intention was the same but they failed 
because Kenny Smith and several other 
BNP organisers were there at the time. 

A number of factors appear to have 
come together to trigger this action. 
Firstly, it was clear that there had been a 
long-running split in the party between 
the young apparatchiks, led by Graham 
and Smith, and the brat pack, consisting 
of Mark Collett, the director of 
publicity, the party treasurer John 
Walker and his deputy Dave Hannam. 

Griffin’s refusal to accept criticism of 
this trio prompted Ian Dawson, 
Graham's deputy, to resign his position 
in October. His resignation letter was 
given to Searchlight and our mail shot, 
based on it, to over 1,000 BNP 
members appears to have triggered the 
belief among the party leadership that 
there could be no rapprochement. 

Dawson apologised for the leak and 
reaffirmed his loyalty to the BNP in the 
party's November members’ bulletin, 
but an order to apologise publicly at the 
party’s annual conference in Blackpool 
was too much. He refused and was 
forbidden entry to the hall. 

One of the criticisms of Collett and 
Hannam concerned their behaviour at 
the 2006 annual conference, where it is 
alleged that they brought two underage 
girls back to their hotel. The pair were 
issued with a final warning by the 
party’s disciplinary committee and 
when they broke party rules again at the 
2007 conference the Graham camp 
hoped this would lead to their 
expulsion. They were wrong. Griffin 
again covered for them, first claiming 
that there had been no final warning 


rT EET 
Head to head How the two sides square up 


NICK GRIFFIN (pictured) Leader of the party, 
he has stood by Mark Collett and David 
Hannam and as a result his leadership is 
now the focus of attention. 


MARK COLLETT Hated by much of the 
party but vaunted as potentially its next 
leader, Collett was head of publicity but 
now demoted to graphic designer. 


SIMON DARBY Griffin's deputy and loyal 
servant, Darby has been busy ringing up 
organisers to ensure loyalty and spreading 
rumours about the rebels. Darby 
reproduced on his blog an email apparently 
found on Sadie Graham's computer but when 
the legality of this action was questioned he 
quickly deleted the post. 


MARTIN WINGFIELD The editor of the BNP’s 
Voice of Freedom newspaper, he has attacked 
the rebels on his blog though not in the same 


vicious terms as Darby. He urged unity in the NICHOLLA SMITH (formerly Ritchie) Recently 
party, but under the leadership's terms. married to Kenny Smith, Nicholla was removed 
ARTHUR KEMP Now in control of the party's ” from her job running Excalibur at the same time as 
internet operations, Kemp and his other South her husband and Sadie Graham got the boot. 
African friends are almost as disliked as Mark She was heavily pregnant at the time and 
Collett. A close confidant of Griffin, Kemp is busy recently gave birth to a daughter. 


behind the scenes. BEV JONES The former North West regional 
EDDY BUTLER Butler has decided to side with the organiser has surprised many people in her 
BNP leader despite reservations of his own about vociferous criticism of Griffin and his 
how the BNP is run. His presence in the Griffin leadership. She is bitterly at odds with Dave 
camp has meant that most in the party’s East ), Shapcott, the Burnley BNP organiser and 
London and Eastern regions have remained loyal. uber-loyalist. 


DAVE HANNAM Though less disliked than Collett, DANNY LAKE The former leader of the 
Hannam is considered inept by many. His removal Young BNP, Lake was sacked by text 
as deputy treasurer was one of the key demands of message by the BNP treasurer John Walker. 
the rebels. In Griffin's party reshuffle, Hannam When asked on what authority, 
appears to have lost his job but remains in charge Walker replied: “Me. You stupid c**t. 
of Great White Records, which he owns. F*** off into oblivion.’ 


LEE BARNES Griffin's attack dog and near full-time CHRIS BEVERLEY A rebel but one who has 
blogger, Barnes was the one who first published kept on friendly terms with the BNP 
most of the information gleaned from Sadie leadership. This has led some to suspect that 
Graham's computer. His abusive manner appears he may be looking for a way out. 


to alienate friends and enemies alike. MATT SINGLE Single is the rebels’ equivalent 
JOHN WALKER Routinely abused as incompetent to Lee Barnes. While most of them have been 
by the rebels, Walker has nevertheless kept a low tight-lipped in their public criticism of Nick 
profile during this split obviously in the hope of Griffin, Single has not held back in a series of 
| keeping his job as BNP treasurer. strong-worded internet postings. 


everyone as the ringleader of the rebellion, 
Graham has a natural network of supporters 
across the country as a result of her role as 
group development officer. 


KENNY SMITH A diehard nazi, Smith was 
ousted alongside Graham and has taken most 
of the BNP in Scotland with him. He organised 

the “Real BNP” bulletin that went out to every 
BNP member. 


STEVE BLAKE Blake ran the BNP’s internet 
operation until it was taken from him while he was 

on holiday. It is alleged that he read emails on the 
accounts of all BNP officers, including Nick Griffin's, 
and passed them on to the other rebel leaders. 


IAN DAWSON It was Dawson's letter of resignation 
in October that triggered this whole episode. 
Griffin thinks that either Dawson or Blake is 
working for Searchlight. 
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SADIE GRAHAM (pictured bottom) Seen by 


} Forthe latest developments 
onthe crisis in the BNP visit 
www.stopthebnp.org.uk =» 


and then, when that was easily 
disproved, he accepted their claim that 
they had not received the letter. 

Furious at this latest cover-up, 
Graham and Smith decided to take 
matters into their own hands by 
establishing a blog that aimed to 
undermine Collett and Hannam. 

Unfortunately for them a conversation 
they had to discuss this plan, which 
included talk about obtaining articles 
from back issues of Searchlight, was 
somehow recorded by the BNP 
leadership. An audio file of the 
conversation was placed on the BNP 
website at the same time as the 
announcement of their expulsions. 

While Griffin trumpeted the smashing 
of the “coup attempt”, the sacked party 
officers fought back. Their “Enough 
is Enough” blog suddenly became the 
vehicle for their rebellion, with local 
organisers and regional officials 
encouraged to resign their party positions 
in support. 

Within days dozens did exactly that. 
It was immediately clear that the BNP 
was divided, with organisers in 
Scotland, Yorkshire and the East 
Midlands siding heavily with the rebels, 


many people in the NF. 


Mark Collett 


about his support for Hitler’s Nazis. 


party meeting in Bradford. 


MARK COLLETT first emerged with the National Front 
shortly after he moved to Leeds to study. However, it 
was not long before he switched allegiance to the 
British National Party, partly because he had his eye on 
a career but also because he had fallen out with so 


It was as the result of one personal feud with Tony 
White in Leeds that Combat 18 thugs raided his house 
and threatened a whimpering Collett. 


Hitler will live forever; and maybe | will. 


Believing in his own superiority, Collett 
agreed to cooperate with a Channel 4 
television portrayal of his personal and 
political life. The result was Young, Nazi and 
Proud shown in 2002. The rest of the BNP 
was less than proud as Collett waxed lyrical 


Nick Griffin, the party leader, publicly 
suspended Collett for a year but a week later 
the two appeared together as speakers at a 


Not put off by his media appearance, Collett 
was then turned over by Russell Brand in Nazi Boy. 

Collett had been leader of the Young BNP but 
Young, Nazi and Proud ended this role. He 
temporarily became the Yorkshire BNP organiser 


while the rest of the country remained 
loyal to Griffin or at least neutral. 

Griffin responded on the BNP 
website to the growing revolt by 
feigning his unhappiness at what was 
unfolding. Accepting that Graham and 
Dawson had worked hard for the party 
he went on to diminish their efforts by 
saying that they were simply doing what 
was expected of two paid staff. 

“Frankly ’m gutted that this trust has 
been betrayed,” he bleated. 

While Griffin was keen to present a 
moderate face, his close supporters were 
let off the leash. Simon Darby, the 
BNP’s_ deputy leader, published 
an email found on Graham’s computer 
which he claimed was evidence that she 
was trying to undermine Hannam’s 
position by distributing inaccurate bank 
statements to local party branches. 

Amusingly, when it was pointed 
out that Darby had implicated himself 
in contravening the Data Protection 
Act and possibly in the theft of a 
computer, he quickly dropped the 
article from his blog. 

Undeterred by such issues was Lee 
Barnes, the BNP’s alleged legal adviser. 
His blog site has spewed out all sorts of 


not last. 
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unpleasantness during the dispute. 


The rebellion grows 
The rebellion meanwhile had amassed 
the names of over 40 organisers and 
regional officials and several BNP 
councillors renounced the party whip 
to become independent nationalists. 
They were at pains to stress that their 
dispute was over the presence of Collett 
and Hannam rather than with Griffin’s 
leadership, but as each day passed it 
became clear that the relationship was 
fast approaching the point of no return. 
Griffin and Collett set off on a road 
show around the country, holding local 
and regional meetings to advertise the 
good work they were doing and of course 
to put across their side of the split to local 
organisers. One such meeting was held 
in the North West but rather than it 
pacifying key members, the refusal even 
to countenance criticism resulted in Bev 
Jones, a former regional organiser, 
joining the rebels. She was followed by a 
host of Oldham and_ Greater 
Manchester organisers, including Jock 
Shearer, who had been the region's 
security officer and moderator on the 
internal BNP internet forum. 


but was not cut out for this role either. 
Always seen as Griffin’s heir apparent, Collett even 
dated Griffin's young daughter, though this too did 


In 2005 Collett set up Vanguard Promotions, a printing 


firm which was allegedly given over £70,000 of the 


party’s money to equip a print room. It again proved a 
disaster. He delivered leaflets late and according to more 


than one report made the machines unworkable. 
He kept on producing party leaflets, though there 


were constant complaints about late delivery and his 


attitude. Much of the party began to despise him and 
he fell out with his old friend and house mate Chris 


Beverley. The last two times he stood in elections 
Collett was left to deliver most of his leaflets alone. 

In December 2006 Collett and Dave Hannam were 
issued with final warnings after bringing two underage 
girls back to the hotel during the BNP conference in 
Blackpool. Collett insists that he did not know 
their age and told them to go home as soon 
as he found out that that they were only 15. 

Another incident at last year’s annual 
conference should have resulted in 
Collett being shown the door but once 
again Griffin came to his aid. At first the 
BNP leader insisted that no final warning 

had been given in 2006 and then, when he 
could no longer defend this position, he 
accepted Collett’s claim that he had not 
received the letter. 


A week after the dispute erupted 
there appeared to be an attempt to 
reconcile the warring factions at a 
meeting hosted by the party’s Leicester 
branch. Griffin and Graham were both 
given time to put their case and there 
were numerous calls from the floor to 
patch up their differences. 

Griffin gauged the mood of the 
meeting and was able to outmanoeuvre 
his rival. His offer of the hand of 
friendship in front of the biggest BNP 
branch in the country left Graham with 
little choice but to accept. A motion 
calling for Graham to be allowed back 
into the party was seconded by Collett 
and passed unanimously. In return 
came a vague promise that the Enough 
is Enough site would be removed 
within a week. 

In reality Graham committed herself 
to no more than to think about a 
potential offer (which was clearly 
unacceptable because while she would 
be allowed to return to the party she 
would not get her job back and would 
have to agree to a gagging clause). But it 
was Griffin who came across as willing 
to compromise. 

Of course this was a_ tactical 
manoeuvre to stop the haemorrhaging 
of local organisers. While party 
members were enthusiastically talking 
about a deal, Griffin was cranking up the 
pressure on the Yorkshire region, 
throwing down the gauntlet to his critics 
to face him at a meeting a few days later. 
Writing on the BNP website, Griffin 
claimed his opponents were holding 
secret meetings attended by “that 
wretched” Angela Clarke, a former BNP 
councillor from Keighley, while good 
local activists (for which read councillor 
Paul Cromie) were turned away. 

If Griffin was conciliatory in Leicester 
he was combative in Leeds, trading 
insults with his critics. The meeting 
ended in chaos and little chance that the 
two sides could ever be reconciled (see 
article on page 9). Griffin appeared 
prepared to jettison the entire region to 
keep control of the rest of the party. 


Caught hacking 

With Christmas only a week away 
momentum seemed to be slipping 
from the rebels. The flow of new 
names on their website had reduced to 
a trickle and no significant advance 
was being made into the North East, 
the West Midlands and the entire 
South of England. 

A bombshell then hit the rebels when 
the BNP leadership claimed that Steve 
Blake, who had been in charge of the 
party’s internet operation, had been 
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On Tuesday 18 December Jon Cruddas MP 
highlighted alleged illegal actions by the 
BNP leadership. This is an abridged 
version of his speech. 


| rise in this adjournment to make a 
number of charges regarding 
alleged illegal activity and financial 
irregularities in the internal 
operations of the British 
National Party. 

Last week | wrote to the 
police to request an 
investigation into claims 
of illegal spying within a 
the BNP. isd 

Today | have been given a 20-page dossier entitled Financial 
Irregularities in the British National Party: An Investigation by Searchlight 
Information Services, which | am in turn sending to both the police and 
the Electoral Commission. 

Today the far-right British National Party is engulfed by a political crisis 
that threatens to tear the party apart. While |, like most people in this 
House, welcome these divisions | would like to highlight some 
unsavoury aspects to this feud that is unbefitting to a political party. 

| believe that much of the behaviour of the BNP leadership is illegal, 
and as a result | have formally written to the police. 

| am particularly concerned over the following allegations: 

That the BNP have posted on their website a recording and transcript 
of a private conversation between the two people who were later 
sacked. | 

It is the belief of the people concerned that their house, phone or 
computer has been bugged. | 

On Saturday 8 December members of BNP security, under instructions | 
of BNP leader Nick Griffin, entered the house of Sadie Graham in the East | 
Midlands by deception. | 

Property belonging to Sadie Graham, including her personal computer | 
bought for her by her father, was removed without consent. This is 
nothing less than burglary. | 

The BNP leadership has subsequently been trawling through Sadie 
Graham's computer and on Tuesday 11 December Simon Darby, the 
deputy leader of the BNP, posted one email found on her computer on 
his blog. 

The content of this email was subsequently referred to in an article by | 
Nick Griffin that was posted on the main BNP website. This clearly proves | 
that the BNP leader has been privy to a criminal act. | 

Emails sent to Sadie Graham between Saturday 8 December and 
10.15am on Monday 10 December have also been opened and read by | 
the BNP leadership. This is a clear breach of the Data Protection Act. | 

Sadie Graham is a councillor on Broxtowe Borough Council and much 
of her council work, including correspondence from constituents, wason | 
this computer. 

Not only is this again a breach of the Data Protection Act, it puts her | 
constituents at risk and it has prevented her from carrying out her duties | 
as a councillor. 

The internal workings of the British National Party appear to be illegal | 
in terms of data protection, bugging, theft and the operation of the | 
Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000. | 

The fact that this is being orchestrated by the leader of a political party 
is most shocking. 

| 
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To watch the full speech, visit 
http://www.stopthebnp.org.uk/index.php?location=BNP_crisis_single&art=47. 


reading the emails of BNP officers, 
including Griffin himself, and passing 
them on to Graham and Smith. 

It was clear that the three knew what 
they were doing was wrong, if emails 
between them reproduced on the BNP 
website are genuine. “Steve, don't feel 
bad about what you are doing,” wrote 
Smith to Blake on 4 December. “When 
the history of our people is retold they 
may recount how the BNP was saved by 
you doing this necessary evil. I'll give 
thanks to the Gods tonight for sending 
us such a brother to watch over us — and 
their e-mails!” 

In another email Blake notes: “A few 
months ago I would have had great 
difficulty doing this but I think this is 
now morally justified but 1 am for the 
chop if anything gets out about this”. 

This greatly undermined their case 
and appeared to strengthen the resolve 
of some wavering organisers to stay 
with the leadership. Although the rebel 
leaders have been quick to deny a 
number of other allegations by the BNP 
leadership, on this matter they have 
remained silent. 

While Griffin was winning the 
internal battle he was beginning to lose 
the propaganda war. Searchlight 
believed national media coverage was 
vital to ensure the dispute caused lasting 
damage to the BNP, but at first it was 
difficult to attract interest. Up to that 
point even most BNP members were 
unaware of the split, let alone the 
general public, as it was largely being 
fought out on the internet. 

An Adjournment Debate in the 
House of Commons on 18 December 
gave Jon Cruddas MP an opportunity 
to raise the infighting and potentially 
illegal activities of the BNP leadership. 
Searchlight provided him with a 22- 
page dossier on the BNP’s financial 
irregularities which he then passed on 
to the police and the Electoral 
Commission. 

Suddenly the internal BNP war was a 
national news story. Newsnight 
broadcast a report that same night, and 
this was followed by articles in several 
national newspapers and items on BBC 
radio news and Channel 4 television. 


Griffin’s nazi salute 
The BNP’s reaction to this media 


barrage only inflamed the situation. 
Having initially attempted to portray 
the rebels as closet “reds”, now first 
Darby and then Barnes accused them of 
being “neo-nazis”. In a retaliation which 
might eventually harm Griffin far more 
than the feud itself, it emerged that 


there exists a photograph of the BNP 
leader giving a Nazi salute in Scotland 
alongside activists from the Blood and 
Honour nazi skinhead network. 

When one of the rebels challenged 
Griffin about this at the meeting in 
Leeds, he refused to comment. 

Accusation and counter-accusation 
have been hurled through cyberspace 
though the battle appears to have 
ground to a standstill. Very few people 
are now adding their names to the 
rebellion but those who already have, 
bar a handful, appear solid. 

There appears little chance of any 
reconciliation as the rebels have begun 
to focus more heavily on Griffin's 
leadership. Words have been said and 
deeds done, and it would require a 
monumental climb-down for either side 
now to ignore them. 

Griffin, it seems, is prepared to lose 
most of the rebels and is showing no 
sign of wanting any deal. The eight 
ringleaders have been “expelled from 
the party, pending disciplinary 
tribunals” and two days before 
Christmas he gave everyone else an 
ultimatum to withdraw their names 
from the Enough is Enough site or face 
the consequences. 

Perhaps Griffin thinks he can run the 
party centrally without branches in 
many key areas. A failure to make any 
significant gains on local councils, with 
the exception of Barking and 
Dagenham, coupled with the two big 
elections this year and next (London 
Assembly and Europe) being contested 
under proportional representation 
might support such a view. 

Or perhaps he was so confident 
that the momentum was in his direction 
he could scare people into returning to 
the fold. 

Either way, his ultimatum appears to 
have been ignored. The divisions seem 
irreparable and a full-scale split is on the 
cards. Whatever the long-term 
prospects for the BNP a split that 
involves the loss of BNP groups in 
much of Yorkshire and the East 
Midlands will be a significant blow to 
the party in the short term. ~= 
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Strategic reshuffle 


UNTIL LAST MONTH the BNP 


Graham's work as group 
development officer and 
stressed the importance of 
her role in growing the party. 
Yet five days after the crisis 
broke, the party leadership 
abolished the job, ensuring 
that neither she, were she to 
return, nor anyone else other 
than the party leader would 
occupy a position that gave 
contact with influential 
activists all over the country. 
Group development will now 
be a regional function. 

In what was probably an 
attempt to take the wind out 
of the rebels’ sails, Mark 
Collett's role as director of 
publicity was also abolished. 
Collett was “reassigned” to the 
position of graphic design 
artist, which is no less than 
what he was doing already. 
Perhaps in recognition of 
Collett’s unpopularity, a new 

“volunteer”, Jeremy 
Wotherspoon, will front for 
Collett with local organisers. 

Dave Hannam’ss role as 
deputy treasurer will also go, 
his work devolved to the 
regions. Hannam, another 
target of the rebels, has not 
so far been “reassigned”. 
Kenny Smith's job as national 
administration officer has also 
apparently been abolished, 
although the “reorganisation” 
announcement was silent on 


this. Simon Darby 
(pictured), already the 
party’s deputy leader, 
press officer and West % 
Midlands regional 
organiser, was given the © 
organisation of regional 
training for the group 
development and 


had often praised Sadie | 
| 


accounting work to add to 


his portfolio. 


Ged Munns from Leeds 
becomes the BNP’s national 
fundraiser and Arthur Kemp, 


dubbed the “South African 
spook” is the party’s new 


website editor. 
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As most people were enjoying their office parties the rival 
factions inside the BNP were squaring up to each other in 
a pub in Leeds. This is an insider’s account of the meeting. 


WE ARRIVED at the Dog and Gun 
along with 120 others. Though the 
meeting on 18 December had been 
organised by the Nick Griffin faction it 
was clear that his opponents had taken 
up his challenge to attend. 

There was some commotion over the 
arrival of the heavy mob, led by Tony 
MacDonnell, as many were not even 
BNP members, but no one wanted to 
press the point. 

Griffin, the BNP leader, strode in 
confidently with his supporters but Ian 
Dawson, the partys former group 
support officer, was slightly less self- 
assured as rumours spread that he was for 
the chop that evening. We slipped in at 
the back, sitting just in front of Tony Mac 
and friends who stood berating Mark 
Collett, one of the rebels’ main targets. 

If Griffin had hoped to win over some 
doubters he certainly did his best to fail 
from the outset. His deliberately rude 
outbursts at Dawson and Chris 
Beverley, the party’s Leeds councillor, 
only infuriated the crowd. 

Griffin opened by listing the various 
charges against the rebels, whom he 
referred to as “vermin”. To howls of 
protest he claimed that the party had 
been correct in taking Sadie Graham's 
computer and more evidence of 
wrongdoing was going to be released 
shortly. He accused Kenny Smith of 
“stealing” £4,000 from the party and 
questioned Beverley’s accounting, 
saying that when Beverley ran 
Excalibur, the BNP’s merchandising 
outfit, he claimed a stock worth £60,000 
but when it was handed over it proved 
to be only £6,000. 

The BNP leader said that he knew 
that there was at least one Searchlight 
mole in the room and he also 
suspected that either Dawson or Steve 
Blake, who ran the party’s website 
until the present rebellion, was 
working for Searchlight because of 
certain emails that had come into our 
possession. Dawson jumped up to 
protest his innocence, “I’m not a 
Searchlight mole,” he shouted to 
Griffin’s obvious amusement. 


Anyway, with the crowd howling 
and Tony Mac still threatening 
the increasingly white-faced Collett, 
Dawson got the chance to respond. 
And he did, attacking the party leader- 
ship and defending the actions of the 
rebels. I have to admit that it was hard 
actually to hear what Dawson was saying 
above the screams from behind me. 

Collett was meant to speak but, in 
what was clearly a planned intervention, 
Griffin rose again to reply. Pushing 
aside the protests from the audience, 
Simon Darby, who was chairing the 
meeting, explained that serious 
allegations had been made against the 
party leader so it was only right that he 
should be allowed to respond. This sent 
the crowd into a frenzy. 

Tony Mac decided that he had had 
enough. Shouting “I’m going to kill 
you”, “I’m going to cut your throat”, he 
charged forward heading straight for 
Collett and smashed a glass on the side 
of the table. 

All hell broke loose as the security 
team moved forward to block the 
charge. Of course their priority was 
to protect Griffin so Collett was left to 
fend for himself. He did, at some haste, 
by fleeing through the fire escape! 

In the ensuing pandemonium at least 
a quarter of the audience walked out, 
some in disgust others in fear of their 
lives. All this would have been caught 
on BNP TY, which had been filming 
the meeting, had it not been for Tony 
Mac making a point of pushing over 
the camera. 

But the evening was not over yet. 
In fact, this fight was not even the 
highlight of the proceedings. That came 
when an angry Tony Mac publicly 
confronted Griffin over his claims that 
the rebels were Nazis. “I have a picture 
of you in Scotland with Blood and 
Honour giving a Nazi salute. Do you 
deny that? 

“If you do then it'll be in the Sunday 
papers.” 

Griffin looked on in silence. 

The meeting eventually continued, 
minus a few of the heavies. Collett 


Fight night in Leeds 


called a reluctant Dave Hannam, 
the party’s deputy treasurer, up to the 
front of the room and to Hannam’s 
horror announced: “Me and Dave are 
not paedophiles”. I wanted to burst out 
laughing, though fortunately there 
were plenty of others to do that for 
me. “We had gone out with a big 
group of lads and these two beautiful 
women cracked on to us,” he 
continued. “We didn’t know that they 
were only 15.” If he thought that this 
chummy explanation for events in 
Blackpool at the party’s 2006 
conference would turn the crowd in 
his favour he was mistaken. 

The meeting then descended into 
mayhem, with accusations met by 
counter accusations. 

Some people tried to propose a vote of 
no confidence in Collett but Griffin 
moved to block it. Griffin recognised 
that Collett had done lots of stupid 
things, particularly the Young, Nazi and 
Proud television documentary, but 
claimed that these youthful indiscretions 
would be ironed out with time. He even 
equated Collett’s behaviour with his 
own time in the National Front. 
He went on to say that there was 
nothing wrong with Collett being 
ambitious, and yes, maybe, in 10 or 15 
years’ time he would become leader of 
the BNP, a remark that has since then 
inflamed the rebels even more. 

One other moment of hilarity was 
Beverley’s apology for his outspoken 
remarks against Keighley’s former 
councillor Angela Clarke, who was 
hounded out of the party in 2006 
amid a quite sexist smear campaign. 
Beverley now expressed remorse. 
Griffin smiled on and then, when 
Beverley had finished, began quoting 
from some emails Beverley had sent 
him in which he was far more 
outspoken and insulting about Clarke 
then he had cared to acknowledge. 

Yorkshire BNP is totally united. 
Unfortunately for Griffin, it is united 
against him so the BNP leader appears 
ready to jettison the region. Having 
boasted that the matter had been 
resolved in every other region of the 
country he is clearly taking a hardline 
approach here regardless of the 
consequences. However, he will find it 
difficult to start again with no one to 
work with. <a 


er. 


BNP pot calls the kettle black 


Financial sabotage and breaches of accountancy 
procedures were among the charges against Kenny Smith 
when he was expelled from the British National Party and 

sacked from his post as the party’s national administration 
officer on 9 December. But it is the BNP itself that is guilty of 
financial irregularities and has been for many years. 


he BNP finally published its 
2006 accounts days before 
the fine for their late submission 
to the Electoral Commission 
would have doubled to 42,000. 
The BNP is now blaming the delay on 
a failure by “Kenny Smith, to 
provide receipts for expenditure under 
his direct control”, consisting of 
£17,000 paid into his account, and 
bizarrely claims that the auditors 
refused to sign the accounts until Smith 
was sacked. When asked about this 
allegation Frank Hogarth, a partner in 
Silver & Co, refused to comment. 

Yet on 13 August 2007 the BNP said 
the reason for the lateness was that 15 
local party groups and branches had 
failed to get their accounts to the party 
treasurer in time. The previous month 
BNP had claimed that the party’s 
separate regional accounts, which cover 
local party units, were late because the 
independent auditors were not familiar 
with European auditing requirements, 
a highly unlikely position for any firm 
of auditors. 

The accounts themselves refer to 
£14,000 of funds “transferred to the B N 
Publications account so as to allow the 
printing department to funding [sic]” 
and state: “Receipts have been provided 
for the cash drawn, but no vouchers or 
accounts have been produced to show 
how the money was spent”. 

Yet the B N Publications account, 
which Smith runs, is not on the balance 
sheet. This indicates that it is a separate 
business outside the party, so why 
should it have to explain how it spends 
the fees the BNP pays it for producing 
the members’ bulletin? The BNP does 
not ask Dave Hannam, the party’s 
assistant treasurer, how he spend the 


Sonia Gable explains. 


money the party pays his company, 
Great White Records, to “buy CDs at 
commercial rates” and the fees of £9,618 
for “sound assistance at venues”. 

The BNP appears to have pulled the 
wool over its auditors’ eyes over B N 
Publications, which inspires little 
confidence in these accounts, for which 
the auditors had once again “to rely 
upon assurances and explanations given 
us by officers of the party”. 

It would be interesting to know what 
explanations the BNP gave the auditors 
concerning the printing equipment. 
In 2005 the party claimed to have spent 
£75,000 on printing equipment, but 
that year’s accounts only showed 
expenditure of £51,671. In June 2007 
when Chris Jackson challenged Nick 
Griffin for the party leadership, people 
starting asking why Mark Collett, the 
director of publicity until his recent 
demotion, was always late in producing 
leaflets for the BNP after all the 
money spent on printing equipment. 
The BNP’s reply was that the party had 
bought four high quality digital 
duplicators, three folding machines and 
power guillotine for £70,000 but that 
after the 2005 general election they 
were “given to the regions” and no 
longer kept for head office jobs. 

Yet the 2006 accounts show that 
whatever equipment the party bought 
in 2005, it still owns. So was the 
printing equipment ever in the accounts 
or was it bought for Collett’s own 
business as some now suspect? Was it 
flogged to death and is now worthless, 
as others claim? Was the BNP lying in 
2005, in 2007 or both? 

Another area of continuing concern is 
payments to staff. As in previous years, 
the wages figure is much too low for the 


number of staff declared, but there is 
a large sum for “professional fees”. 
Our conclusion, that some party 
workers were illegally being paid 
without accounting for tax and national 
insurance through the PAYE system, 
was borne out when Sadie Graham, the 
expelled group development officer, 
stated on 22 December that, “for a year 
I have been contracted by the Party as 
self-employed so that they can save on 
paying my tax bill’. 

There have also been persistent 
allegations that individuals have been 
paid in cash to avoid tax and national 
insurance, especially some members 
of the party’s “security department”. 
And in August 2000 Griffin admitted to 
the BNP’s Advisory Council that a 
payment of £1,500 described as reim- 
bursement of a party printing bill paid by 
Tony Lecomber, who was then the party’s 
group development officer, was in reality 
a means of supplementing his income 
without affecting his state benefits. 

The 2006 accounts show a surplus of 
nearly £19,000 compared to a deficit of 
nearly £95,000 in 2005, but it was 
not enough to take the party out 
of insolvency. A 435,000 surplus of 
liabilities over assets at 31 December 
2006 was financed partly by running up 
a debt of nearly £22,000 to the regional 
accounting unit, although this was paid 
off in January 2007. The amount owed 
to HM Revenue and Customs for 
PAYE and value added tax was half the 
sum at the start of the year, suggesting 
that HMRC became less tolerant of 
the BNP’s excessive borrowing from the 
taxpayer to finance its deficit. 

Perhaps surprisingly the party ended 
the year with £46,000 in the bank, much 
of which was used to pay off the debt 


to the regions. A figure of £67,548 
on the balance sheet described as 
“subscriptions in advance” leads one to 
the conclusion that the BNP made a big 
effort to get people to pay their 2007 
membership fees early. In other words, 
much of 2007’s membership income has 
been spent in 2006. 

The accounts state that all donations 
over £5,000 are reported to the 
Electoral Commission. That proved not 
to be the case in 2007 when the BNP’s 
quarterly return of donations for July to 
September did not include the £5,315 
that Steve Johnson, a recent BNP local 
election candidate, handed personally to 
Griffin at a London meeting in 
September. It was not until mid- 
December, after Searchlight had 
exposed the omission, that the BNP 
corrected the return. 

That accusations about financial 
wrongdoings form part of the present 
dispute in the BNP is not surprising. 
The BNP has been here before. 
John Tyndall, Griffin’s predecessor as 
leader, was questioned in 1999 at a party 
meeting about the absence of any 
audited accounts for the entire party’s 
history. His response was that he 
had burnt 16 years of accounts to 
protect the identity of the party’s 
funders. The absence of accounts was an 
issue in Griffin's successful leadership 
challenge to Tyndall. 

After Griffin took over, it was not 
long before the new treasurer, Mike 
Newland, started challenging him over 
unaccounted payments, something that 
rapidly turned into a factional dispute. 
Newland’s persistent questioning 
eventually led to him being suspended 
for reasons that included “spreading 
deliberately misleading and inaccurate 


Hi You can read a more detailed analysis of the BNP’ 


2006 accounts on www.stopthebnp.org.uk. 


accounting records, 
designed to spread 
alarm about the party’s 
financial status”. 

Griffin and Lecomber went on 
to make a vitriolic attack on 
Newland and his supporters, accusing 
them of “sabotage” and “an attempt to 
destabilise then take over the party by 
responding to a popular clamour (which 
they would have created)”. 

When John Walker took over as 
treasurer in 2004, he and Hannam went 
to the home of the former party 
treasurer John Brayshaw and _ had 
various BNP financial documents 
shredded. The BNP has denied this but 
Searchlight still has the evidence. 

These matters formed part of 
Searchlight’s report into financial 
irregularities in the BNP, which Jon 
Cruddas MP presented to the House of 
Commons and sent to the police and 
Electoral Commission last month. 

The report also highlighted the 
BNP’s attempts to raise money in 
the USA through the front organisation 
Civil Liberty in contravention of UK 
electoral law. Before overseas donations 
were prohibited, the BNP raised money 
through the American Friends of 
the BNP, which raised thousands 
of pounds while operating in breach of 
the US Foreign Agents Registration 
Act of 1938. 

It is too early to determine how the 
present dispute will affect the BNP 
financially. The rebels have called for 
supporters to delay paying their party 
membership fees, most of which fall 
due on 1 January, although to delay too 
long would lose them their Voting 
Member status and with it the right to 
attend the party’s annual conference. 


Martin 
Wingfield, 
editor of the party’s 
newspaper Voice of Freedom, 
made a point of telling readers of his 
blog how busy the party’s membership 
office (run by his wife) was last month, 
which smacks of nothing so much as 
wishful thinking. And supporters of 
the rebels, given an ultimatum to 
return to the Griffin fold by 24 
December, were surprised to receive a 
tatty BNP fundraising leaflet instead 
of the expected expulsion letters. 
It followed hot on the heals of a six- 
page appeal for the party’s “Building 
to Grow Project”, which presumably 
had not been very — successful. 
Immediately after Christmas, when 
few people have much spare cash, is an 
odd time to appeal for donations — 
unless one is desperate. 

Perhaps too many of the BNP’s 
donors have transferred to the “Family 
Defence Appeal” set up by the rebels 
after Graham and Smith lost their party 
jobs and therefore their income. 

The Building to Grow Project appeal 
mentioned that the party had already 
“equipped each BNP region with a 
laptop”. After allegations by the rebels 
that the BNP used Graham's laptop to 
monitor her communications, potential 
donors might be concerned about how 
their money would be used. ~= 


BNP beaten into third place in Sandwell 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
suffered a humiliating defeat in a crucial 
council by-election in Sandwell last 
month, in a ward in which it had won 
several seats over the past few years. 

The election in Princes End on 6 
December was caused after BNP 
councillor James Lloyd was thrown out 
for non-attendance after he had not 
been to a meeting for over six months. 
Lloyd claimed that he was unaware that 
his time was up and blamed the Labour- 
controlled council for deliberately 
keeping the information from him. 

In most situations this should have 
been an easy election for Labour to win 
but coming as it did in the cold and wet 
of early December and against the 
backdrop of party funding scandals 
nothing could be taken for granted. 

Labour fought a model campaign and 
in Delia Edwards had an excellent 
candidate. She led by example and was 
out campaigning every day. In what 
appeared as a breath of fresh air, Labour 
could finally boast that it had a candidate 
who would serve local people well. 

The BNP knew it had an almost 
impossible task. “It’s a sorry state of 
affairs for which I know of no 
mitigating circumstances and as such 
the electorate will punish the BNP at 
the polling stations on Thursday,” 
admitted Martin Wingfield, editor of 
the BNP’s Voice of Freedom newspaper. 

Despite that the BNP still ran a big 
campaign, delivering four leaflets across 
the ward, including two full-colour 
leaflets. At first they tried to defend 
Lloyd’s record but when this proved 
impossible they turned their fire on 
opposition councillors. Unfortunately 
for them the “councillor” they choose to 
expose for poor attendance had not 
been a councillor for many years. 

Searchlight played a significant role 
in the campaign, producing one colour 
leaflet before the election was formally 
called and another distributed over the 
final weekend. We were supported by 
dozens of activists from around the 
country who came out in awful weather 
over the final weekend to campaign for 
us and the Labour Party. 

On election day it was heartening for 
us to hear about the effectiveness of our 
leaflets. Time and again local residents 
promised to come out and vote because 


Results 

Party Votes % 
Labour 796 
Conservative By iuuias yer) 
BNP 3142 19:0 
Lib Dem 29 1.6 


they had read about the awful behaviour 
of Lloyd. As our leaflets had focused 
heavily on Lloyd, while the Labour 
Party material was generally more 
positive about its candidate, it was clear 
that our leaflets had been read. 

Our campaign was made easier by 
Lloyd’s poor reputation. A year ago his 
pub was closed when the police opposed 
the renewal of his licence following a 
series of violent incidents, one involving 
a gun. On all these occasions Lloyd 
refused to cooperate with police. 

On polling day Labour left nothing 
to chance. Over 70 people helped out 
and it was soon clear that the BNP vote 
was not turning out. 

In the end the Labour Party won the 
seat comfortably, with the BNP trailing 
in third place with less than 20% of the 
vote. 

This by-election is the latest disaster 
to befall one of the party’s top branches 
in the country. After polling an average 
33% in 2006 and winning three 
councillors, the BNP failed to win a 
single seat in 2007 and saw its vote 
decline to 24%. 

Days after the May 2007 elections the 
BNP’s council group leader, Simon 
Smith, deserted the party after falling 
out with Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
throwing the local branch, of which he 
was also the organiser, into chaos. 

The BNP has tried to highlight the 
positives of the result, taking heart in 
the view that its voters stayed at home 
rather than transferred allegiance. 

“In the greater scheme of things, this 
result does us a big favour,” commented 
Wingfield. “It shows everyone 
connected to our Party that you can't 
play fast and loose with the electorate. If 
our councillors don't do their jobs 
properly BNP candidates will be 
rejected — end of story.” 

The problem for poor old Martin is 
that too many BNP councillors do not 
listen. ~= 
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THE 
BNP’S 
GESTAPO 
GOES TO 
WORK 


By Gerry Gable 


he growing presence of South 

African terrorists, spooks and 

retired police officers in the 

British National Party has come 
to the fore in the present crisis and has 
added a new twist to the BNP pastime 
of spot the SO15 (formerly Special 
Branch) officers and, depending on 
how paranoid the players are, MI5 
agents in the party. 

When the BNP announced the 
sacking of Sadie Graham and Kenny 
Smith last month, it revealed that the 
party had set up an_ intelligence 
department headed by _ Lance 
Stewart, which it described as “a long- 
standing British nationalist and a 
former high-ranking officer in the 
South African Police”. He was he who 
had run the investigation into “leaks’, 
“misinformation” and  “rumour- 
mongering” which the party claims 
had been going on. 

According to the dissidents, and 
largely admitted by the BNP with all 
the arrogance of the nazis they are, 
this “investigation” involved bugging 
communications, unauthorised entry 
into a private home, theft of a 
computer and other material and 
threats. 

Stewart first came to attention in the 
BNP in January 2005 when he spoke at 
a “leadership conference” and was 
described as a member of the party's 
legal research unit. It is believed that 
like a number of other members of the 
shadowy “cabal” around Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, he did not actually join 
the party until quite recently. 

He does, however, have a history in 
British fascist organisations. He was an 
active member of Oswald Mosley’s 
Union Movement in 1961 and 
appeared again two years later as the 
national secretary of the original 
British National Party. That party's 
national organiser was John Bean, 
who now, aged 80, is the editor of the 
BNP’s monthly magazine /dentity. 

Stewart joins other prominent 
South Africans in the BNP. The growing 
influence and authority of Arthur 
Kemp (see Searchlight throughout 
2007) has astonished many BNP 


members aware of his involvement in 
the secret police South Africa under 
apartheid and his connection with the 
murder of Chris Hani, one of the most 
active and successful leaders of the 
ANC, in the dying days of the old state. 
Although many BNP members would 
have supported apartheid, they are 
less keen on having ex-police officers, 
especially secret policemen, lording it 
over them. 

Kemp, who has good international 
nazi credentials, now holds down 
several important roles in the BNP, all 
given to him last year. He is in charge 
of national literature distribution, 
including /dentity and Voice of 
Freedom, and has recently been given 
sole responsibility for the party’s 
Excalibur merchandising operation, 
snatched from Nicholla Smith, one of 
the BNP rebels. 

In August Griffin gave him the job of 
“ideological training’, in other words 
brainwashing, for the party's elite 
“yoting members”. And last month he 
was made editor of the BNP website. 

Some members are in awe of Kemp 
because of his background, others are 
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now quickly learning to fear him and 
his bullying ways. 

A third South African is still involved 
in some of the BNP’s_ internet 
operations, though has been sidelined 
recently in favour of Simon Bennett, a 
Cornwall-based BNP activist who runs 
the technical and administrative 
aspects of the BNP website. Lambertus 
“Bep” Nieuwhof was also involved in 
the BNP’s fake trade union, Solidarity, as 
was his wife Lindsey for a few months 
until she came bottom of the list in last 
November's election to the executive. 

As for Stewart, we wonder what 
happened to an old friend of his from 
the Mosley days. Frank Mooney was a 
National Front activist in 1970 and 
made his way to South Africa around 
the mid-seventies where he was also 
active on the far right and was always 
talking about his friend Stewart. 
We would be interested to know more 
about what Mooney did there. 

Perhaps Stewart, sitting at home in 
Spalding, ponders whether Mooney is 
still alive and worries that if he is, he 
might turn up one day with some 
unwelcome baggage. =a 
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Last by-elections of 2007 bring no BNP success 


by Sonia Gable 


ALTHOUGH THE BNP is now 
pre-occupied with fighting its 
internal battles, it is still contesting 
by-elections, usually pointlessly. 

Canons ward in Harrow, 
northwest London, was always 
going to be a hopeless prospect for 
the BNP. According to the 2001 
census, Canons is 36% Jewish and 
23% Asian and black. 

Residents were shocked when 
they heard that Howard Studley 
was going to stand for the fascist 
party in the by-election on 13 
December, which followed the 
death of a Conservative councillor. 
One local businessman com- 
mented: “The BNP must be 
suicidal to stand here”. 

In fact it is part of the BNP’s 
policy of making its presence felt all 
over London in preparation for the 
London Assembly election on 1 May, 
where the party hopes to win seats in 
the London-wide poll held under 
proportional representation. The BNP 
is guaranteed a seat with 5% of the vote 
across London and is likely to gain two 
seats if it achieves 8%. And it does not 
matter from which part of London the 
votes come. 

In the event, standing in Canons 
proved barely worth the effort as 
Studley came bottom with 56 votes — 
a mere 2.6%, against four other 


Results 

Canons ward, Harrow 

Party Votes % 
Conservative 1,208 57.7 
Labour 389 18.3 
Lib Dem 296 13.9 
Independent 182 8.5 
BNP 56 2.6 
St Mary’s ward, Castle Point (2 seats) 

Party Votes % 
Conservative 509 and 461 41.0 
Labour 480 and 456 38.6 
BNP 253 and 234 20.4 
East ward, Shepshed 

Party Votes % 
Labour 275 and 259 32.8 
Lib Dem 193 and 155 23.0 
Conservative 187 22:3 
BNP 183 and 173 21.8 


candidates, including two Jews and 
the winning Muslim conservative. 
Tony McNulty, the Labour MP for 
Harrow East, reflected the views of all 
local political leaders when he told the 
Harrow Times: “It seems to me they 
have got 56 votes too many. I’m very 
pleased they have come last, and will 
they now go away and leave Harrow 
politics alone.” 

The BNP did somewhat better the 
following week in two wards both of 
which had two vacancies. 

Southeast Essex is an area where the 


BNP has tried hard to win 


representation, but apart from 
briefly holding a seat in Thurrock in 
2003-04, it has always been 
unsuccessful. St Mary’s ward in 
Benfleet was no _ exception. 
Nevertheless the BNP did achieve 
20.4% in the election for Castle 
Point council, a borough where it 
has not previously stood, although 
the two candidates came bottom in 
a three-party contest. 

The BNP received 21.8% in an 
election for two seats on Shepshed 
Town Council for East ward. 
The BNP could have been in with 
a chance here because of the 
circumstances of the by-election — 
the winning Conservative candidate 
last May and her husband, who was 
a sitting Conservative councillor, 

resigned in the face of accusations of 
benefit fraud, which was likely to 
depress the Conservative vote. 

In May the BNP received 19.8% in 
Shepshed East in the election to 
Charnwood council and got one 
councillor elected elsewhere in the 
borough, which lies at the centre of the 
triangle formed by Nottingham, 
Leicester and Derby, a part of the 
East Midlands where the BNP has had 
a few successes. So coming last in a 
town council election after a strongly 
fought campaign must have been 
a disappointment. ~= 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


Got some spare time? Would you like to help Searchlight with its 2008 Hope not 
Hate campaign? 
Si-r-lceall(elaimrm ele) dave mie) mice) ie laltci-1eMnal-i4al-)my(ollm aY-\-m@elan) ol0]«-1m@e) mel-le-] ef-11] ale] 
skills, or enjoy telephone canvassing, filing, stuffing envelopes or 


helping staff Searchlight stalls at events, there is something you 


(er Jae (on col a=) oF 


If you would like to become a Searchlight volunteer, please contact 
Cathy on 020 7681 8660 or email her at cathy@stopthebnp.org.uk. 


Be part of the exciting Hope not Hate team 


Hope not Hate 
Rotherham launched 


by Lorraine Fitzsimons and Paul Meszaros 


Thursday 6 December saw the official 
launch of Hope not hate Rotherham. 
Although Hope not hate Yorkshire and 
Searchlight have campaigned in the 
town before, Thursday's event 
brought together local trade unions, 
politicians and the community and 
voluntary sector behind the TUC- 
supported response to the threat of 
the British National Party. 

The BNP threat has been growing 
alarmingly across South Yorkshire and 
last year the party polled over 30% in 
two of Rotherham’s wards, coming 
second. However _ co-ordinated 
campaigning that brings all wings of 
the labour movement together with 
the anti-fascist movement has been 
proved effective in defeating the 
BNP. Recent victories in Keighley, 
Bradford, Halifax and Sandwell have 
left the racists with no place to 
hide after concerted Hope not Hate 
campaigning. 

Ann Russell, the Deputy Mayor, 
set the scene in her introduction to 
the launch: 

“| would like to officially welcome 
Hope not Hate Yorkshire to 
Rotherham. Rotherham, as you know, 
has a proud history of strong and 
robust communities. We also have 
a proud history of tolerance and a 
welcoming attitude to those who have 
chosen to make Rotherham their 
home. Rotherham has_ benefited 
massively by the industry and 
creativity of immigrant workers and 
their families, we have lived peacefully 
and well together for generations and 
our town has been fortunate to escape 
the problems associated with other 
towns and cities. 

“However we must remain 
vigilant and avoid complacency. 
Unfortunately there are some 
extremists who would like nothing 
better than to promote and create 
discord, division and hatred. All of 
Rotherham’s diverse communities 
must be made aware of these dangers 
and brought together to resist them. 
Hope not Hate Rotherham has an 


important role to play in keeping 
Rotherham free from racism, bigotry 
and extremism.’ 

The other speakers, who included, 
Mahroof Hussain (Rotherham 
Council), Carole Maleham (Rotherham 
Unison), Chris Weldon (National 
Political Officer of Unite) and Denis 
MacShane MP, stressed the need to 
take on and defeat the BNP politically. 

Lorraine Fitzsimons and _ Paul 
Meszaros from Hope not Hate 
Yorkshire described ongoing work in 
the area and the need to build broad 
alliances to stop the racists. The threat 
of the BNP gaining a seat in the 
European elections was highlighted 
and those present agreed that to stop 
the BNP we need to stop them in their 
areas of growth. 

It was also agreed that Rotherham 
would be a staging post for this year’s 
Hope not Hate bus tour with many of 
the evening's participants eager to 
contribute ideas for the event. 

Over 60 people braved the 
inclement weather to take part, 
determined that Rotherham will 
no longer be a town in which the BNP 
can thrive. ~a 


For the latest news and 
_ information on the 
campaign against the 
far right visit 


w.stopthebnp.com 


HOOLIGANS 


A-Zof Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the definitive 
account of British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to 
the leaders, from policing to those 
whose lives were ruined by soccer 
violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans A-L and 
Hooligans M-Z are 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 


HOOLIGE 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
i Charttheinfluence 
fascist groups have had on 
hooligan gangs 
i Describe how multiracial 
gangs fought back 
Ere luridereidel- lire ry 
i Look at howthe Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This anda whole lot moreis 
contained in Hooligans 


Feature 


State of the 
right 2008 


The year 2007 started 
badly for the British 
National Party and 
ended worse. 
Dave Williams takes a 
look at another wasted 
year for Britain’s main 
fascist party. 


The BNP vote 
2007 


2006 


he thumping the BNP received 

in its stronghold of Princes End 

in Sandwell in the council 

by-election on 6 December 2007 
was pretty much symptomatic of 
its failure to consolidate the limited 
breakthrough the party made in 
May 2006. 

Jamie Lloyd, a BNP councillor and 
local publican, until the council refused 
to renew his licence after an application 
by the police, revealed his contempt for 
electors by not attending a single 
council meeting for six months. 
His failure and the resultant by-election 
cost taxpayers an estimated £20,000. 
The BNP was roundly punished, polling 
341 votes and coming third with 19%. 
When he was elected in 2004 he gained 
987 votes, topping the poll in which all 
three seats were up for election. 

Despite its own best efforts the 
BNP, which started the year with 
49 councillors (excluding _ parish 
councillors) failed to advance in 2007. 
If anything it has fallen back. The BNP 
entered the May 2007 council elections 
confidently predicting a net gain of 50, 
which would have given the party 100 
seats, an outcome that was not beyond 
the realms of possibility. However, when 
confronted by a sustained and 
sophisticated anti-fascist campaign in 
many of its key target seats, not to 
mention seriously overstretching itself, 
the BNP only won nine new seats and 
lost eight. 

Days later Mark Leat, a BNP 
councillor in Stoke-on-Trent, left the 
party, neutralising its paltry single net 
gain at a stroke. In the 2006 elections 
the BNP averaged 19.2% across 356 
wards but last year its proportion of the 
vote declined to 14.6% across 742 


14.6% average over 742 wards 


19.2% average over 356 wards 


| 


2004 = 16.1% average over 313 wards 


2003 


16.7% average over 220 wards 


2007 BNP overview 


wards. Two more departures from the 
party and the loss of Lloyd’s seat left 
the party with only 46 councillors, 
before the expulsion last month of Cllr 
Sadie Graham led to the walkout of 
some of her supporters among the 
BNP’s remaining councillors. 

In Sandwell the average BNP vote 
dropped from 33% in 2006 to 24.6% in 
2007 while in Bradford its vote fell 
from 25.9% to 19.2%. One should not 
automatically assume, however, that 
BNP support has peaked and is now in 
retreat. The 2007 elections were a 
demoralising defeat for the BNP but its 
underlying vote was cause for concern. 
Although the BNP vote fell in the 
majority of its 30 key target wards, 
largely thanks to some hard anti-fascist 
campaigning, a regional breakdown of 
its 2007 vote showed that the party is no 
longer restricted to small pockets of 
riot-ravaged northern industrial towns. 

The May 2007 elections also showed 
that the party was on the cusp of a 
worrying breakthrough in the East 
Midlands, an area with minimal trade 
union structure and high levels of 
migrant labour. The potential for such an 
advance could be seen in 2004 when the 
combined UK Independence Party and 
BNP vote in the town of Boston was 
46.5%. In 2006 the BNP put forward 
three candidates and gained 28% of the 
vote. A year later it fielded 83 candidates, 
an astonishing increase, although its 
return of 18.5% on average was not 
as high as it had expected. Needless 
to say it was too high and gained the 
BNP four councillors in the area, one in 
Charnwood where 14 candidates 
averaged 21.4%, two in North West 
Leicestershire where five candidates 
averaged 24.1% and one in Broxtowe, 
which the party has just thrown away 
with Ms Graham's expulsion. 

Even where the BNP did not win, in 
towns such as Leicester, it still polled a 
creditable 19.1% average. The dust has 
yet to settle and it is too early to make 
predictions, but with Graham's sacking 
and the resignation of several of her 
close colleagues and parish councillors, 
it looks as though the BNP might well 
have spiked its own guns in the only 
region where it was making significant 
progress with minimal opposition. 


REGIONAL ORGANISERS 
Several BNP regional 
organisers are “on strike” in 
support of the dissidents in the 
BNP internal dispute. 


Ulster 
Kieron Devlin xX 


Scotland 

Scott McLean x 

North East 

Kevin Scott 

North West 

Roy Goodwin 

West Midlands 

Simon Darby 

Yorkshire and Humberside 
Nick Cass 

East Midlands 

Sadie Graham 

Eastern 

Eddy Butler *Resigning!* 
Wales 

Bill Murray 

South West 

Peter Mullins 

London 

Nick Russell 


South East 
Roger Robertson x 


x = On Strike 


In Stoke-on-Trent the BNP gained a 
further three seats, its ten candidates 
polling an extremely worrying 27.4%, 
though consolation was to be had 
from the defeat of the veteran activist 
Steve Batkin in Longton North. 
However, the hard work that the 
local Labour Party put into Fenton 
ward has now been severely jeopardised 
by the local councillor who was recently 
found guilty of an appalling act of 
animal cruelty. The West Midlands as a 
whole saw the BNP gain 14.6% with 
126 candidates. 

While it was the usual sob story 
for the BNP in Scotland, which polled 
a derisory 1.2%, a more worrying 
development occurred in north Wales 
where the BNP missed out on a seat in 
the Welsh Assembly by only 2,580 
votes, polling 4.3% across the region. 

The only bright spot in the BNP 
calendar was its retention of one of its 
six Epping Forest District Council seats 
in a by-election caused by the 
resignation of ‘Terry Farr in Loughton 
Alderton. Although thoroughly jubilant, 
the BNP, in a hard fought campaign, 
beat the local residents’ association 
candidate by a mere 18 votes. To put 
this victory into perspective it should 
be remembered that this was the 
BNP’s first by-election success since 16 
September 2004, when David Kelley 
won in Barking and Dagenham, a 
drought of nearly three years. 


With such a lack of electoral success 
throughout the year Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, tried to inject a note of 
reality into the debate in Identity, the 
BNP’s_ glossy monthly magazine, 
counselling his members that a quick 
victory was not on the horizon after all 
and that now was the time to dig in, 
consolidate their gains and _ build 
“nationalist strongholds” in local areas. 
The article can be read two ways, either 
as a strategy for building firmer 
community roots or as an attempt to 
staunch the inevitable stagnation of 
party momentum following the party’s 
inability to make progress. 

Not only has momentum begun to 
ebb, in several key areas the party has 
gone into reverse. The once proud 
flagship branch of Bradford is on the 
verge of implosion, the Keighley branch 
has all but disappeared, Burnley has 
stagnated after losing several councillors 
in May 2007 and in Kirklees the party 
has made no advance at all with Labour 
winning in Heckmondwike and 
Dewsbury East, both of which had 
elected BNP councillors in 2006. 

Key areas such as Sandwell have also 
seen the BNP routed through a 
combination of their own incompetence 
and hard anti-fascist campaigning. 
In Calderdale where once the BNP had 
three councillors it now has none. 


Richard Mulhall found guilty of benefit 


fraud was roundly rejected by electors in B> 


Feature 


May while the former Conservative 
councillor Geoffrey Wallace was booted 
out of the party in November. 


Leadership challenge 
Shortly after the May elections Griffin 
faced a leadership challenge from Chris 
Jackson, the party’s former North West 
organiser. The result was predictable 
enough. Griffin gained 3,363 votes (91%) 
to Jackson’s 337 (9%). Turnout was 
43%, meaning the majority of BNP 
members did not even bother to vote. 
A combination of Griffin imposing 
stringent rules on campaigning and a 
pathetic effort on Jackson's part gave 
Griffin the excuse he needed to expel 
the “vermin” who had come out of the 
woodwork to support Jackson and more 
importantly the hardline Tyndallite 
version of British fascism that Jackson 
stood for. Griffin’s unforgiving purge of 
Jackson's supporters would have appeared 
to consolidate him in his position, 
although, as it transpired, not for long. 
One of the other great ironies of 2007 
for Griffin, who masquerades as a 
“democrat” but uses every trick in the 
anti-democratic arsenal to stifle internal 
democracy in his party, was his 
invitation to speak at the Oxford 
Union. Almost everyone commenting 
on the hullabaloo missed the most 
important point. This had nothing to do 
with free speech for Griffin. He is not 
denied free speech. Neither for that 
matter is David Irving who is free to 
publish as much drivel as he wants. 
For Griffin the furore was exactly what 
he wanted. He was not there for “free 
speech” he was there to use the media 
circus to raise the profile of the BNP, a 
party which already punches beyond its 
weight in terms of column inches per 
year. Griffin was determined to go to 
Oxford not to debate but to broadcast 
the fact that hate was alive and well and, 
if you wanted a piece of the action he 
was just the man to oblige. 


Future targets 
These charades aside it has been 
increasingly _— difficult and yet 


increasingly important for Griffin to 
energise and mobilise support both for 
Richard Barnbrook’s doomed campaign 
to become BNP London mayor in May 
2008 and, more tangibly, for the BNP to 
gain representation in the London 
Assembly. The latter is certainly a 
possibility. In 2004 the BNP took 4.8% 
in the London-wide list poll, missing 
out on a seat by only 5,000 votes, largely 
because much of its hoped-for support 
went to the UKIP which gained two 
seats with 8.2%. The UKIP is likely to 


Pendle 
Burnley \ Bradford 
: Leeds 
Kirkle V Vv 


Stoke-on-Trent 


North West — 


Sandwell 
Redditch 


be out of the frame this time round — 
unlike last time the 2008 election does 
not coincide with elections to the 
European parliament — giving the BNP 
an improved chance of a London 
breakthrough. Barnbrook clearly thinks 
so. He and other London BNP 
members have already been out 
campaigning in Lewisham. 

Success in London would provide the 
BNP with the momentum it needs as it 
enters the 2009 European elections, 
which Griffin sees as the barometer for 
success. If the BNP could win 
European representation its situation 
would alter dramatically. It is not what 
the MEPs might achieve in the 
European Parliament — the BNP would 
have as little impact and profile there as 
do the UKIP’s MEPs currently. 
However, a victory at European level 
would provide the party with a steady 
source of a significant amount of 
income that the BNP could channel 
into its domestic operations, in turn 
enhancing its chances of gaining 
national representation. 


Conclusion 

When all is said and done this has 
been another bad year for the BNP. 
But there is no room for complacency. 


Solihull 


Staffordshire Moorlands 


Broxtowe 
Charnwood 
Epping Forest 
Havering Barking and 
Redbridg Dagenham 


Despite its organisational weaknesses 
and the personal flaws of its 
leadership, the BNP still manages to 
attract large votes in many areas. 
A case in point is Sandwell. Although 
the BNP was soundly beaten into 
third place, having been left in the 
lurch by a do-nothing councillor par 
excellence, it still polled 19% of the 
vote. The voters of Princes End may 
well have realised that their local BNP 
branch is a complete shambles but 
they voted for the party nevertheless. 

This is symptomatic of the national 
presence the BNP has succeeded in 
establishing in the past few years and 
which transcends its inability to deliver 
anything once elected. More worryingly 
it also indicates a huge potential 
reservoir of support, which the party 
could readily tap into if only it were not 
too busy tearing itself apart. 

What remains starkly apparent is that 
the uriderlying issues upon which the 
BNP feeds remain. Without solutions 
one can be sure that the BNP will 
inevitably regroup to exploit them. 
And with the London Assembly and 
European Union elections looming this 
year and next the BNP will continue 
to remain a threat to civilised society, 
even despite itself. ~=a 
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Booth Barnsley Paul Harris x 
Bradford Neil Craig x 
Bridlington  GaryPudsey % | 
- Halifax Stuart Gill 
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- Huddersfield Robert Walker x 
Chris Hull NickWalsh XX | 
Beverley Kirklees North — David Exley 
Roy Leeds Chris Beverley 
Goodwin Livingston David Orr x 
f Scarborough Trisha Scott x 
| ‘tig esas Sheffield David Wright 
urnley ris Vanns at 
eheaes Chris Hill XV _ Wakefield Graham Thewlis-Hardy 
_ S. Manchester Tom Golds 
Oldham Martin Brierley 
| Stockport Richard Chadfield 
_ Tameside Bev Jones Simon hue e 
former North West Regional organiser Smith Birmingham Rob Purcell °° 
Tameside David Jones | ae Simon Smith “9° 
National Data protection officer saa ewlFksbte cry 
~ Stoke-on-Trent Michael Coleman 
Walsall Lisa Louise DeSouza 
Regional organiser Sadie Graham & Danny 
- Ashfield Michael Clarke ‘ Warville : 
Amb: Ilr Lewis Al k 
> ee. poet stg = x | Epping Forest Danny Warville 
| | Renee Lee Haggan x | Southend _ Stuart Freeman 
_ Leicester Geoff Dickens ve ne aia Blak ya 
4 | bincotn Rick Foster x _andwebeditor Steve Blake 
_ Melton & Rutland CllrJames North 
Wellingborough Rob Walker Xv 
_ West Lindsey AndrewGatward XX o/ 
Bexley Colin Smith 
_ Bromley & Lewisham 
canny 2 Croydon & Sutton Bob Gertner 
_ Young BNP Danny Lake Havering Alan Bailey 
a a ar aby Redbridge Jason Douglas 


‘ 4 » 7 
Regional organiser Roger Robertson  “s° 


Key personalities ll 

He O rising stars within the BNP 

The Walker brothers Adam (pictured) and Mark Walker, both formerly 
teachers in the North East before one resigned and the other was sacked for 


using school computers to look at fascist websites. Adam Walker is now the 
increasingly active president of Solidarity, the fake BNP trade union, which 


® Nick Griffin beleaguered party 
chairman, facing the toughest test of 
his leadership to date after a series of 
astonishingly personal bad 
management decisions. 


™ Simon Darby loyal deputy chairman 
with so little to do that he is also BNP 
press officer, West Midlands organiser 


and regional training organiser. 


i Mark Collett recently demoted to 
graphic design artist, formerly director 
of publicity. Described by Griffin as “pig 
ignorant”, Collett is at the centre of an 
extremely damaging split in the party. 
® John Walker national treasurer, 
widely seen as incompetent by 
members. Has failed to deliver the 
BNP’s 2006 accounts to the Electoral 
Commission due in July 2007, landing 
the party with a fine of at least £1,000. 


™ Dave Hannam deputy treasurer 
described by close colleague as 
“crassly incompetent”. His job has 
just disappeared. Also runs Great 
White Records. 


™ Sadie Graham group development 
officer sacked by Griffin. 


Kenny Smith director of 
administration, former C18 supporter 
who edited the party membership 
bulletin, was secretary of the Scottish 
BNP and who also controls the party 
PayPal account. Sacked for trying to 
oust Collett. 


™ John Bean aging editor of Identity, 
with a far-right record stretching back 
to Oswald Mosley’s Union Movement. 
Fawned over by Griffin. 


© Martin Wingfield editor of Voice of 
Freedom, the BNP tabloid. 


© Tina Wingfield membership 
secretary and former National Front 
directorate member. 

® Arthur Kemp former apartheid 
intelligent agent now running Griffin's 
indoctrination programme for 


“Voting Members”. 


® Danny Lake head of the Young 
BNP, sacked for criticising Griffin. 


campaigns for the reinstatement of his sacked brother. 


Wayne McDermott One to watch. A key activist in North 


West Leicestershire. 


Simon Bennett South West BNP member who runs 
ABEX, the BNP’s fake ex-service personnel organisation, 
and has recently grabbed the BNP’s internet operation from 


Steve Blake. 


Arthur Kemp A former apartheid intelligence operative 
implicated in the killing of the ANC leader Chris Hani, 
Kemp until recently worked as a senior market research analyst 
for the Royal Mail in tandem with running his own PR 
company. He now performs a key role in 

ideologically indoctrinating party activists and 
most recently has been appointed editor of 


the BNP’s website. 


™ Martin Reynolds BNP security 
chief and Griffin’s personal minder 
despite embarrassingly graphic photos 
of him engaged in sexual activity 
appearing on the internet. 


recently sacked as party manager. 


@ Richard Barnbrook Barking and 
Dagenham BNP leader and BNP 
London Mayoral candidate, loyal 

to Griffin. 


™ Michaela Mackenzie nominating 
officer, at odds with personnel officer 
Robert Baggs over accusations that she 
is a Searchlight informer. 


™ Robert Baggs personnel officer 
who, having rejected Mackenzie’s 
amorous advances, now alleges she is a 


Searchlight spy. 
™ Chris Beverley Leeds BNP 


councillor, has close links to the nazi 
NPD in Germany and is now a leading 
figure in the anti-Collett BNP faction. 
He recently lost control of the BNP’s 
Excalibur merchandising arm. 


™ Steve Blake recently deposed as 
head of the BNP education and 
training unit. Blake was the BNP 
webmaster until he was 
unceremoniously dropped in favour of 
Simon Bennett. During the 1980s he 
imported hardline US nazi literature 
into Britain. 


© Eddy Butler elections officer who, 
although once a powerful figure in the 
“modernising” faction of the BNP, is an 
increasingly marginalised voice in the 
party. He recently stepped down as 


Eastern regional organiser. 


Dave Hannam, Martin Reynolds, Mark Collett 


Tony Lecomber 


Nick Griffin was forced to sack his 
FeanoleyoMe(avolloyeentcrelmoyss acme Rosny 
Lecomber in 2006 after Lecomber 
was found out trying to hire a hit 
man to murder a leading 
politician. Unusually Griffin 
refused to proscribe Lecomber, a 
man with a long track record of 
violence who received two separate 
three-year prison sentences for 
possession of explosives and an 
antisemitic assault on a Jewish 
schoolteacher, for making such a 
serious “error of 

judgement”. Although 

Lecomber officially has 

no position in the 

BNP, he remains 

extremely active. 

Leaflets issued 

recently by Julian 

Leppert, the Redbridge 

BNP councillor, gave a 

IO@M olor arem Aelevetronel 

Green, which was 

registered to Lecomber’s 

home address. 


| Goodb € defeats, resignations and sackings 


“No individual is bigger than the party,” repeat BNP loyalists ad nauseam when 
asked why so and so has left the party. Given the astonishing rate at which the 
party was haemorrhaging prominent activists even before the current crisis, it 

might well be of interest to point out the losers of 2007. 


® Steve Batkin (Stoke on Trent councillor) 
© Richard Mulhall (Calderdale councillor) 
™® Ramon Johns (Broxbourne councillor) 

Robert West (South Holland councillor) 
Patricia Thompson (Burnley councillor) 


above: Steve Batkin | 
left: Brian Turner 


Carol Hughes (Burnley councillor) 
® Brian Turner (Burnley councillor failed to defend his seat) 
™ Jamie Lloyd (Sandwell councillor, booted off council for 


non-attendance) 


Defeated in 2007 


® James Lewthwaite (Bradford councillor) 


S idelined A number of formerly leading figures in the BNP were 


sidelined in 2007. 


™ Steve Blake BNP webmaster 
was promoted to head of 

education and training shortly 
before the party turned on him 
in the current split. 


™ Nick Cass Yorkshire 
organiser was 
promoted then 
promptly demoted as 
party manager. 


Eddy Butler (pictured) 
national elections officer and 


Party structure 


i Advisory Committee the 20-strong 
group acts as a rubber stamp for 
Griffin’s dictatorship, giving the 
appearance of a consultative 
democracy, a description that could not 
be further from the truth. 


Central Management Team 

The triumvirate of Tony Brewer, 
Michaela Mackenzie and Mark 
Clutterbuck has tried and failed to 
ensure the smooth running of the party 
following the failure of Nick Cass, the 
party manager, to get to grips with 

the internal disputes that are now 


tearing the BNP apart. 


© Education and Training 
Department The Education and 
Training Department was unveiled at 
the BNP’s annual conference on 18 
November with Steve Blake at its head. 
Its purpose is “to give our people all the 


architect of the “Rights for 
Whites” campaign is out of favour 
at the moment and increasingly 
marginalised in Griffin's 
BNP. Griffin prefers Tony 
Lecomber, the former 
BNP bomber, who 
recently assaulted Butler 
in the street. Butler 
recently stood 
down as Eastern 
regional organiser citing 
pressure of other party work. 


skills needed to win”. Another key 
figure is the Rhodesia-born intelligence 
operative Arthur Kemp, who is in 
charge of “ideological training” for the 
elite “voting members’, the party’s 
most loyal members who are trusted by 
Griffin to keep the BNP ideologically 
pure and protect it against populist 
factionalism and Griffin’s enemies. 
And Griffin should know all about 
factionalism. He was right at the heart 
of it during the 1980s when the 
National Front tore itself apart. Is 
history repeating itself in the present 
crisis? Blake’s tenure did not last long. 
After he threw his lot in 
with the dissidents, he 
was replaced by Simon 
Darby, who added it to 
his growing portfolio of 
party positions. 


Arthur Kemp 


Resigned in 2007 


© Jonathan Bowden 
(BNP cultural officer) 
“ lan Dawson 

(group support) 

© Simon Smith 
(Sandwell councillor) 
“ Scott McLean 
(deputy chairman) 

~ Phil Edwards 
(National Press officer) 
') Walter Hamilton 
(Glasgow organiser) 

' Darren Manby 
(Bradford organiser) 

© Frank Brammah 
(Bradford North organiser) 
® Chris Kirby 
(Keighley organiser) 
Angela Clarke 
(Keighley secretary) 

! lan Leadbitter 
(Sunderland organiser) 


Sacked in 
2007 


i) Mark Leat 
(Stoke on Trent 
councillor) 


Jonathan 
Bowden 


i) Geoffrey 
Wallace 
(Calderdale 
councillor) 


™ Press Office One of the saddest 
moments for British journalists last 
year was the abrupt departure of the 
BNP’s press officer Stuart Russell, who 
insisted on calling himself Phil 
Edwards, also known as “the Doc”. 
His removal followed a row with the 
party leadership. Always great for a 
quote about what the BNP really 
thought thanks to his intemperate 
racist invective, the Doc has been 
replaced by the bland Simon Darby 
who, with so little to do as deputy 
chairman and West Midlands 
regional organiser, evidently has 
> g . more than enough time to 
act as press officer while 
mumbling on 
interminably about the 
birds in his garden and 
the photos he takes 
while driving on the 
motorway. | a 


Feat 
THE MINOR PLAYERS 


The BNP is by far the largest and best organised party of the far right 
but there are a few also-rans. They consist either of outright nazis for 
whom the BNP is not ideologically pure enough or of former BNP 
members who have fallen out with its autocraticleadership. 

Dave Williams gives a brief overview. 


BNP front groups 


© Association of British Ex- 
Service Personnel (ABEX) 

fake ex-service personnel group 
repudiated by the British Legion, 
set up by the new BNP internet 
guru Simon Bennett to spread 
anti-Muslim racism among 
soldiers and to milk veterans 


for money. 
® Christian Council of Britain England First Party lend a hand. However, in its 
(CCB) fake religious group original heartland of 


Key activists: Mark Cotterill, Blackburne the Mn baise a 


founded by the fake “vicar” and : f , 
y Steve Smith (pictured) py -» mere shadow of | its > 


former Conservative councillor 
Robert West. The homophobic US 
right-wing nut “Dr” Paul Cameron 
recently addressed a meeting. 


™ Solidarity BNP trade union 


former self. 
One of the more curi- 
ous events relating to 
the EFP was that in a 


Publications: 
Heritage and Destiny 


front group run by Patrick 
Harrington, the leader of the 
minuscule Third Way 
organisation. Solidarity is 
unlikely to be representing 


Kenny Smith or Sadie Graham 


any time soon. 


aun 


» Civil Liberty operated by 
Kevin Scott (pictured) 


supposedly to campaign for BNP 
members whose fascist activism 


has jeopardised their jobs, 


although there is little sign of life 


in the organisation. Like 


Solidarity, Civil Liberty is unlikely 


to be supporting Smith or 
Graham in the near future. 


™ Land and Freedom BNP 


environmental front operated by 


Dorset BNP members which 


campaigns against Muslims and 


Jews while pretending to be 


THIS WAS A poor year for the | 
England First Party. Although it | 


started out with two councillors, / 


both resigned before the May 
2007 elections and Mark ( 
Cotterill, its leader, packed up his \ 
bags for a life in Preston, though he 
remains the party’s nominating 
officer. With Steve Smith, the former 
Burnley BNP organiser, at the helm 
the EFP has broken new ground 
contesting seats in Burnley, much to 
the dismay of the BNP, and in Milton 
Keynes, where local BNP activists led 
by Barry Taylor were only too keen to 


British People’s Party 


Key activists: Eddy Morrison, 
Kevin Watmough, Sid Williamson 


Membership: approximately 30-50 


Publications: Vanguard and Imperium 


FOR MANY OF us at Searchlight the 
ineffectual bottom feeders of the 
British People’s Party are a particular 
favourite always worthy of a look 
whenever we are in need of the belly 


laugh provoked by these clowns. 


moment of madness 
Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, decided he would 
publicly “out” Peter 
Rushton, the deputy edi- 
tor of the EFP’s journal 
Heritage and Destiny, as 
none other than our very 
own Searchlight editor Nick 
Lowles. We cannot even 
begin to speculate on the 
cause of this particular 
mental aberration from the 
increasingly delusional 


Chairman Griffin. 


The BPP leader, the veteran nazi 
Eddy Morrison, has disappeared from 
view after a rather prolonged period 
off the wagon leaving the BPP in the 
hands of Kevin Watmough and Sid 
Williamson, the little and large of 
British fascism. 

Having started by mentioning how 
unintentionally comical the BPP usu- 
ally is, a stark 4 
reminder of 4 E Pete“Sid” 
the dangers ANST Williamson 
of the party’s f NDEL 
hate-filled [UM 


Having achieved absolutely nothing ideology Sas 
- i 919 
save making themselves look even came in Fig5-108-3 
more ridiculous than ever, the BPP November. 
tried and failed to disrupt the Brighton Martyn Géilleard, the 
| Gay Pride march only to be beaten off. Goole BPP organiser, it 
And having tried and seemingly failed has been charged with g 


to ingratiate themselves with a four counts under anti- ff 


concerned with animal welfare. 


™ Islands of the North Atlantic 
(IONA) set up by Steve Blake to 
promote the spurious BNP idea 
of “British” identity. The site 
repeats the antisemitic “blood 
libel” accusing Jews of ritual 


murder. But it’s part of “British” skinhead gang, the BPP turned up terrorism legislation | 
culture so it must be true, right? mob handed to join a “Free Ernst and will appear in court 
Despite Blake's “purge” fromthe | Zindel” demonstration outside the in ‘summer. The sub 
BNP, the BNP website still links to | Germany Embassy to protest against judice rule precludes us 
his site. the “unjust” imprisonment of the from saying more at 


inveterate Holocaust denier. this moment. 


Britain First Party/ 
November 9th Society 


Key activists: Kevin Quinn (pictured) 


Publications: Britain Awake 


KEVIN QUINN, leader of Britain’s 
Hollywood Nazis also known as the 
November 9th Society adopted an 
innovatory strategy last year in his 
hilariously perverse bid to build a 
national socialist state in Britain. He 
launched his own Britain First Party to 
contest elections, which is admittedly a 
more practical start than goose- 
stepping around in Nazi uniform to old 
Wagner records. To think that the once 
feared Racial Volunteer Force let him 


New Nationalist Party 


Key activists: Sharon Ebanks 
(pictured) 


Publications: N/A 


THIS TIME last year we said it 

was still early days for the New (4 
Nationalist Party, founded in 
December 2006 by Sharon Ebanks, 
the former BNP Birmingham organ- 
iser. The NNP, which tried to involve 
itself in community politics, made little 


National Alliance/ 
Wolf’s Hook White 
Brotherhood 


Key activists: Cathy Parker-Brown 
(pictured) 


Publications: Axiom 


“ALLIANCE” AND “Brotherhood” 
were in short supply in the Nationalist 
Alliance and its adjunct, the Wolf’s 
Hook White Brotherhood. One 
particularly hearty drinking binge 
in November 2006, staged at the 
home of John Pakulski, a founder 
member of Wolf’s Hook, ended in 
murder when Pakulski discovered 
his girlfriend Cathy Parker-Brown, 
leader of the Nationalist Alliance, in 

a “state of undress” in the bathroom 
of their home with fellow Wolf’s 
Hook “brother” Mick “Belsen” 
Sanderson. In a drunken rage Pakulski 


join before its activists, along with 
Quinn, all ended up in the dock. 
Rather surprisingly the BFP candidate 
John Martin, the former BNP organiser 
in Sunderland, gave the BNP a run for 
their money in May 2007. The BNP was 
furious accusing Martin, rather pre- 
dictably, of being a Searchlight mole. 
Other activities included holding a few 
rather pointless open air activities in the 
Watford and Brighton <9 ® 
areas, which largely con- 
sisted of Quinn shouting 
at passers-by through 
a megaphone, though, 


as video footage 


shows, that was only 
when there were 


any passers-by. 


headway. Its intervention in 
the May 2007 elections in 
Birmingham failed to ignite 
West Midlands politics and 
succeeded only in splitting 
the far-right vote in a key 
BNP target ward, which 
hardly helped alleviate the 
F 7 BNP’s hostility towards 
Ebanks. Nearly 12 months 
after its formation the party 
shut up shot. We doubt whether 
this is the last we shall hear from 
Ms Ebanks. 


beat Sanderson senseless with his fists 
and a can of lager before stabbing him 
with a kitchen knife when Sanderson 
staggered downstairs. 

Pakulski was sentenced to six years in 
prison for manslaughter in September 
2007. Parker-Brown, the former East 

Midlands BNP _ organiser, was 
subsequently found guilty of 
conspiracy to pervert the course of 
justice for trying to clean up the 

crime scene and hide 
the weapon. She received a 
community order requiring 
her to perform unpaid work. 
Given such a glaring lack 
of fraternity it is no surprise 
that the Wolf’s Hook has 
folded in its present form 
though some members appear 
to have switched allegiance to 
the Racial Volunteer Force. 
The Nationalist Alliance, 
though similarly moribund, still 
maintains an internet presence. 


National Front 


Key activists: Tom Holmes 


Publications: The Flame 
and NF News 


THE NATIONAL FRONT 
celebrated 40 years of hurt last year, 
and showed how the mighty had 
fallen. Once the premier fascist 
organisation in Britain, the NF was 
a shining beacon for Continental 
fascists many of whom admired 
and copied its model. But since its 
disastrous defeat in the 1979 
general election, factionalism has 
torn the organisation apart and 
ensured the NF’s complete eclipse 
by the BNP. 

Even after near-terminal decline 
for the best part of two decades, 
2007 was one of the NF’s worst 
years yet. Terry Blackham, the 
feared NF stalwart who single- 
handedly held the party together 
through the barren years of the 
1990s, is now openly vilified by his 
former colleagues. After leaving his 
wife and family in south London 
and heading north Blackham 
neglected to relinquish his position 
as the NF’s nominating officer 
under electoral law. This left the 
party’s election candidates unable 
to put the NF name on the ballot 
paper, forcing them to stand as 
“independents”. 

Having sorted out the problem 
with the Electoral Commission the 
NF is now gearing up to contest 
the London Assembly election 
in the Ealing and Hillingdon 


constituency. 


Marching on the dustbin of history: 
the NF Remembrance Day march 2007 
attracted no more than 30 supporters 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |IG5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Councillors support BNP rebels 


THE CRISIS in the British National Party 
is likely to reduce still further the 
party's local government presence. 
Sadie Graham, a Broxtowe borough 
councillor and Brinsley _ parish 
councillor, was one of the first to be 
expelled from the party on 9 
December. She had been one of the 
party’s few active councillors. 

Last October the BNP lavished 
praise on her for getting the 
government Chief Whip to share a 
platform with her at her ward 
Community Action Team meeting. 
Geoff Hoon, the local MP, was there to 
discuss residents’ concerns about 
resources for local policing. 

Councillors Colin Auty (Kirklees), 
Chris Beverley (Leeds) and Graham 
Partner (NW Leicestershire) have come 
out openly in support of the rebels 
and so risk expulsion for ignoring a 
deadline of 24 December to back 
down. Five parish councillors are also 
on the list. 

Beverley had been considered close 
to Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and was 
one of the organisers of last year’s 
fundraising Trafalgar Club dinner, but 
had fallen out with Mark Collett, 
whose removal from party office is 
one of the rebels’ key demands. 

Auty’s move throws into the doubt 
the future of the BNP’s Great White 
Records music operation and Red 
Clare the BNP band. Auty is probably 
the best known of the GWR recording 
artists and without his input GWR is 
likely to grind to a halt. The absence of 
any alternative may be why the BNP 
website continued to advertise Auty’s 
dire “blockbuster album”. 

Although the rebel blog urges 
BNP councillors to “throw off the 
party whip and declare yourself an 
independent Nationalist councillor” 
none have done so and_ they 
are still described as BNP on their 
council websites. 

Other councillors may be waiting to 


see whether the momentum of the 
rebellion is sustained before declaring 
openly in favour of change in the BNP. 
David Exley, a colleague of Auty on 
Kirklees council, is one of those who 
has expressed his objections to Collett 
and even to Griffin's leadership, but 
has not formally signed up to the 
Graham camp. 

Even before the crisis erupted on 9 
December, the BNP had already lost 
another councillor when it “sacked” 
Geoff Wallace, its only remaining 
Calderdale councillor. Apparently he 
had contravened BNP policy by 
supporting two planning applications 
in the green belt. 

The BNP’s action was of doubtful 
legality as political parties are not 
allowed to tell councillors how to vote 
on individual planning applications. It 
is surprising that the BNP would so 
readily have dropped one of its few 
councillors over something that 
seems so trivial. Wallace, who defected 
to the BNP from the Conservatives in 
2003 and, exceptionally, was twice 
reelected as a BNP councillor, now sits 
as an independent, leaving the BNP 
with just 46 councillors at the onset of 
the crisis. 

Griffin once described Calderdale as 
the “jewel in the BNP’s crown” in West 
Yorkshire. Calderdale, the district 
based on the town of Halifax, was the 
scene of the BNP’s first electoral 
breakthrough in Yorkshire five years 
ago, when Adrian Marsden won a by- 
election in January 2003. 

Four months later the BNP won 
a second seat with the election 
of Richard Mulhall. Griffin visited 
Calderdale soon afterwards and 
boasted that within two years the BNP 
would hold the balance of power on 
the 51-member council. But in a by- 
election last February the BNP failed 
to take the third seat in Illingworth 
and Mixenden ward and in May 
Mulhall, who in December 2006 was 


Colin Auty, Graham Partner and Chris Beverley 


convicted of falsely claiming benefits, 
lost his seat. 

Meanwhile the revelation that the 
BNP had seized Graham’s computer 
has caused concern on councils that 
include BNP representatives. Members 
from other parties have been 
demanding assurances that the BNP 
cannot monitor local councillors’ 
emails. ~a 


BNP COUNCILLORS in Barking 
and Dagenham are not the brightest 
pebbles on the beach. And like BNP 
activists everywhere, they will always 
twist the facts to fit their racist agenda. 

At December’s full council meeting, 
Lawrence Rustem (pictured) thought 
he was being clever in referring to a 
Channel 4 television documentary 
about children with reading difficulties 
at Monteagle Primary School. Asking 
the ruling Labour group to explain why 
the borough’s schools were so bad, with 
children leaving unable to read and 
write, he declared: “Shouldn't this 
Labour council collectively bow its head 
in utter and absolute contemptible 
shame at the way it is betraying this 
borough’s children?” 

Labour Councillor Jean Alexander 
pointed out that the borough’s record on 
educational improvement was second to 
none in the country. “In the light of this, 
this is one of the most misguided and 
ill-informed and ignorant questions the 
opposition has ever put — and that is 
really saying something!” 


Education question shows up BNP 
councillor’s stupidity 


Citing last summer’s test 
results she reminded Rustem 
that all the figures were in an email 
that all councillors had received on 7 
August from the Director of Children’s 
Services. Either Councillor Rustem had 
never read the email, she said, or in 
putting forward his question he wilfully 
ignored the truth. 

Because of this outstanding 
performance, Lord Adonis, the Minister 
for Schools and Learners, had written 
a letter to the borough’s Director 


of Childrens Services, headed 
“Congratulatory Letter to Top 
Performing Local Authorities”, 


congratulating him on the excellent 
performance of the schools in_ his 
authority at Key Stage 2 (age 11). 

Why can't Councillor Rustem join in 
this official recognition of the excellent 
performance of the schools, Cllr 
Alexander asked. 

She also had to explain to Rustem 
that he had completely misunderstood 
the television documentary. It was 
obvious that the programme was 


not about the reading standards of 
the whole school, which were well up 
to the mark, but about the exceptional 
efforts that Monteagle School puts into 
helping the small number of children 
who have real difficulties in reading. 

Why that was a reason for bowing 
heads in shame was beyond her, Cllr 
Alexander continued. 


BNP councillor told to behave 


A BNP COUNCILLOR was advised by a judge last month to 
undertake to behave himself in future to avoid being 
served with an injunction that could land him with a £5,000 
bill for costs. 

Conwy County Borough Council wants to serve an order 
banning Patrick Pattison from council buildings following 
allegations of “threatening, abusive or insulting” behaviour 
towards officers and members by the 55-year-old former 
independent councillor, who caused outrage when he 


defected to the BNP last year. 

At a preliminary hearing in Rhyl County Court District 
Judge John Thomas suggested that while he did not wish to 
prejudge the full hearing, expected this month, Pattison 
should consider giving an undertaking not to act in the 
alleged manner in future. 

“That would not be an admission that you have done 
anything untoward but merely a promise about your 
behaviour in future,” he said. 

The BNP has given Pattison its full support, claiming he 
has been victimised. 


BNP leaflet full of spelling errors 


A BNP leaflet handed out in south 


A retired teacher returned the leaflet 


and sentence construction _ skills. 


Essex called for “a return to traditional 
methods of education, with stronger 
discipline in the classroom and an end 
to trendy teaching methods which 
have failed our children so badly”. 

But people who saw it described the 
BNP as hypocritical as the leaflet was 
full of spelling mistakes, including 
references to the “Conservetive 
party”, “social servicies” and the 
“envoironment”. 


to the party writing: “I have corrected 
the numerous spelling and grammar 
mistakes I found in the leaflet you 
posted through my letter box. 

“I am surprised you criticised the 
trendy teaching methods of today 
when the traditional methods 
obviously failed you so miserably.” 

Most of the BNP supporters 
who post widely all over the internet 
have similarly appalling spelling 


When challenged about their blatant 
disregard for the language of the 
country whose traditions they claim 
to want to preserve, their usual, 
ignorant response is to blame 
immigration. They say that they were 
unable to learn because schools are 
full of immigrant and Muslim 
teachers who cannot speak English 
properly. More likely is that they 
were too busy playing truant. 


| Homenews 


BNP caught lying about crime again 


Dave Williams reports 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party was 
recently exposed as lying to the public 
when Hertfordshire police very 
publicly repudiated a BNP leaflet 
stating that crime was rising in 
Welwyn Hatfield. Latest figures 
showed that overall crime in the 
region had fallen by 12%, said the 
police after a member of the public 
brought the leaflet, distributed in 
advance of a council by-election, to 
their attention. 

This tendency to distort the truth 
about law and order often features in 
the pronouncements of the BNP in 
Corsham, Wiltshire, which once again 
has been caught lying about the 
success of its vigilante patrols. Some 
months ago the party claimed credit 
for the arrest of Ashlee Westover, a 
cash point robber, stating that 
“Corsham BNP passed on his name to 
police after one of our Community 
Safety patrols was tipped off by a 
member of the public”. 

Westover, who stabbed one of his 
victims during a second attempted 
robbery, was imprisoned for two and a 
half years following his trial at 
Swindon Crown Court in August 2007. 

The BNP was cock-a-hoop citing its 
intervention as proof that its vigilante 
patrols were indeed making the 
streets of Corsham a safer place. 

However, a response from Wiltshire 
Police to a request under the Freedom 
of Information Act casts a rather 
different light on BNP involvement in 
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Kiss-me-quick Mike Howson 


solving the case. 

“| can find no recorded information 
on the basis of your letter to confirm or 
deny this claim by Corsham BNP’ 
Wiltshire police told Searchlight. 
“However, | find it unlikely that a 
prosecution could begin on the basis 
of such a tip off. Only evidence which 
meets the criminal standard will be 
accepted by the Court, and there were 
a number of witnesses who provided 
evidence of identification.” 

Although they did not rule out the 
possibility that one of these witnesses 
could have been a BNP member, 
though they had no information to 
that effect, this official response from 
Wiltshire police again exposes the 
rather craven attempt by Corsham 
BNP to take credit for local law 
enforcement successes which are not 
of its making. And, as the letter once 
again makes perfectly clear, credit for 


B Searchlight 


Searchlight tabloid 
on the streets again 


—@ Searchlight 


OVER HATE 


tackling crime in Wiltshire belongs 
with the local constabulary not the 
motley assortment of would-be 
vigilantes assembled by Mike Howson 
who, judging by his apparel, appears 
to have watched Reservoir Dogs one 
too many times. 

Such easily disprovable lies have not 
stopped the hapless Robert Baggs in 
nearby Calne from placing himself at 
the centre of another “deliberate” 
attempt to exploit local fears of crime 
ahead of a town council by-election in 
Lickhill ward, by distributing hundreds 
of leaflets in the area claiming that “a 
wave of anti social behaviour is 
sweeping our streets and estates with 
a minority of rowdy youths making life 
unpleasant for the law abiding 
majority.” In one of the safest areas in 
the country the BNP is yet again 
trading in fear and lies in the hope of 
gaining cheap votes. ~<a] 


Back Numbers available from March 1999. £2 each post free 
Cheques payable to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford |G5 ONG. Tel: 020 7681 8660 Fax: 020 7681 8650 


aoe Es 
FZ 


ae 
=. 


IL 
nN 
Sy 


ZZ 


are ee 
\ All 


BAN 


SEES 
7 Ze 
Wie 


/ a Wo ew 
} 


it” 


LL 


LLLP 
Za 


SS 
Say: 
Z2ESS 


r 
ZZ 


2 
= 
ZK 
<2 


ee 
Zz 


iz 
ZZ 


a 


\ 


ZZ 


ACA 
oe 

or. 

eS 


= 
ZZ 


ZZ 


LZ 
ZS 


o 72222 


ZZ 
LF aE oa 
22 


ee 


Rat joins sinking ship 


by Matthew Collins 


It was a testing time last month for the 
lads and lasses at the Searchlight office. 
Just when it seemed we could put the 
magazine to bed early and head off on 
our end of year break, Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, delivered Christmas to us 
slightly earlier than anticipated. 

As with most things BNP these days, 
this particular Christmas gift is 
inextricably linked to the activities and 
ongoing protection of the popular Mark 
Collett, the BNP’s incredibly talented 
graphic designer, recently demoted 
from director of publicity. 

For my part, I was going to take Mark 
Wain to task. Wain was until recently 
the national secretary of the Young 
BNP. Like a lot of people, Wain is now 
an ex-BNP member having poetically 
fallen on his sword, like the gallant chap 
he is, in defence of Damsel Graham. 
Wain had written this little gem on his 
blog site: “I know of a few members in 
Leicestershire who have, or who are 
dating someone of a different race.” 
And according to Wain, it was no 
bad thing! 

I had intended to warn Comrade 
Wain that the popular Collett has 
previously gone on record to state that 


Afro-Caribbeans in particular, among 
other races, have “bubble lips and big 
noses” and that a lot of “lads” think quite 
the same as he does. I guess it’s too late 
now... 

Congratulations to the prolific 
blogger Green Arrow (see Searchlight 
November 2007), who last month 
bucked the national trend by actually 
joining the BNP after years of trying to 
persuade others to join but finding 
excuses for not doing so himself. 
This man could be destined for a 
bright future as he wrote in the midst of 
the BNP fallout: “Reluctantly I have 
been forced into thinking. Something I 
do not enjoy.” I imagine his rapid 
promotion is currently being discused 
by Nick and the popualar Collett as I 
write. Green Arrow has after all 
previously proferred his predeliction for 
swallowing excrement. 

Elsewhere, one can only guess what 
the relationship between Griffin and his 
election supremo Eddy Butler is really 
like. I don't suppose Eddy took too 
kindly to being described as “a bit of a 
townie” by Griffin, writing about 
Butler’s recent visit to the Griffin ranch 
in rural Wales. This should be only 


slightly less hurtful to Butler than the 
beating he took at the hands of Griffin's 
former number two outside a “townie” 
tube station last year. 

Martin Wingfield, editor of the 
BNP’s monthly newspaper The Voice of 
Freedom, waited to see which way the 
wind was blowing before making any 
comment on the expulsions, though he 
protected himself by throwing 
worthless platitudes at both Dave 
Hannam, the BNP’s assistant treasurer, 
and the popular Mark Collett. 
Wingfield is himself a past victim of 
Griffin purges, so perhaps he was doing 


_the wise thing. 


Elsewhere, good old fashioned good 
taste and a large dollop of this country’s 
libel laws prohibits me from reporting 
verbatim what some very senior former 
BNP officials have been writing about 
their former comrades. 

Accusations of bugged telephones, 
accusations of burgled homes, sackings, 
infidelities, pregnancies and all manner 
of other surprising (but not shocking) 
stories are doing the rounds. Christmas 
really was a tough time for a number of 
BNP turkeys at what was meant to be 
the season of goodwill. By the time this 
is published, Griffin may well have 
unleashed his second round of attacks, 
but he’ll have to make sure the BNP 
website is up and working properly by 
then. Personally, I've been waiting for an 
update on the rumours surrounding 
who Searchlight’s editor Nick Lowles 
really is (see Searchlight November and 
December 2007). In anticipation of 
Lowles being unmasked this month as 
none other than Sadie Graham, I 
bought him a rather decent Kris 
Kringle: Cranberry Sauce. 

The BNP’s constant insensitivity isn’t 
entirely confined to blogs. Last month, I 
took the opportunity to join dozens of 
other anti-fascist activists in Princes 
End ward, Sandwell, campaigning in a 
council by-election arising from the 
sacking of the BNP’s councillor James 
Lloyd for persistent non-attendance of 
council meetings, for which he collected 
the financial rewards anyway. 

According to the BNP’s election 
material, a vote for the BNP’s new 
candidate was the only way that the 
people in the ward would ever get 
their voices heard “at last”! No wonder 
Lloyd had a face like thunder when 
he came out of his new house to 
confront activists delivering a faux 
apology on his behalf to his beleaguered 
former electorate. In a spectacular 
understatement, Wingfield did manage 
to concede that this at least was a “sorry 
state of affairs.” ~a 


International 
roundup 


www.nsfront.info 


Nazi boss calls for “revolution” 


A REGIONAL LEADER of the 
National Socialist Front (NSF) has 
called for a revolution to impose fascism 
on Sweden. Jonas Andersson made his 
demand in Stockholm on 30 November 
at the annual fascist street march to 
commemorate the countrys 18th 
century “Warrior King” Karl XII. 
About 180 nazis carrying flaming 
torches, many of them teenagers, took 
part in the march, the fourth organised 
by the NSF’s Stockholm branch. Seven 
anti-fascist protesters were arrested. 
Other anti-fascist demonstrators had 
been arrested earlier in the day at a 
protest against a nationalist celebration 


LSOCIALI STISK FRONT 


AUSTRIA: Searchlight correspondent wins crucial European Court case 


of Karl XII in the southern university 
city of Lund. 

After marching through the centre of 
Stockholm, the nazis gathered for a rally 
at the historic Riddarholm Church. 
Outside the church gates, Andersson, 
the NSF's  Ostergétland leader, 
harangued the nazi demonstrators to 
fight against communists and Zionists. 
In a tirade full of antisemitic references, 
he said they “must be prepared for a 
militant fight” and ended by yelling “it is 


time for a revolution’. 


From Anders Darlsbro for EXPO 
and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


THE EUROPEAN COURT of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg has acquitted Searchligh?’s respected Austrian 
correspondent, Karl Pfeifer, of “causing the suicide” of a 
German professor who had claimed that the Jews 
declared war on Germany in 1933. It was the outcome of 
a complex case involving freedom of speech, libel and 
antisemitism. 

The court ruled that the Austrian courts had failed to 
protect Pfeifer’s good name and ordered the Austrian 
government to pay him €5,000 (43,600) in damages and 
€10,000 in costs. The verdict has vindicated a struggle 
that started 12 years ago when Pfeifer published an article 
accurately accusing the professor, Dr Werner 
Pfeifenberger, of playing down the crimes of the Nazis. 


Pfeifenberger sued Pfeifer for defamation and lost three 
times. In 2000, the Vienna Public Prosecutor charged 
Pfeifenberger under laws banning Nazi activities but 
Pfeifenberger committed suicide shortly after his trial 
opened. A month later, the far-right weekly, Zur Zeit, 
accused Pfeifer of having driven the “Catholic” 
Pfeifenberger to his death. 

Pfeifer sued Zur Zeit for libel. A Viennese court ruled in 
his favour, but Zur Zeit won an appeal. The European 
Court agreed to hear the matter of Pfeifer v Austria in 
December 2005 and on 15 November 2007 issued its 
judgement. 

Searchlight wholeheartedly congratulates Karl on this 
important victory. 


GERMANY: Nazi violence no longer newsworthy 


NAZI VIOLENCE MARRED a 
commemoration in Leverkusen of the 
Nazis’ = Kristallnacht —_ anti-Jewish 


pogrom of 9 November 1938. 

Around 130 people marched through 
the town, watched from a distance by a 
group of nazis. As people were making 
their way home afterwards, eight young 
men, all dressed in black, confronted a 


small group of anti-fascists at the 
railway station. After demanding to 
know whether they had been on the 
demonstration, the men attacked them. 

While the assault was going on, one 
of the attackers summoned 
reinforcements on a mobile phone. 
Minutes later a mob of 25 to 30 nazis 
stormed onto the platform and 
attacked the anti-fascists with irritant 
gas and sand-filled bottles. 


onlookers tried to escape, the nazis 
hurled more bottles, hitting a 24-year- 
old woman in the face before running 
off. The injured woman later needed 
emergency treatment and spent a week 
in hospital. So far none of the attackers 
has been identified. 

The near absence of media coverage 
of this vicious attack has caused 
considerable surprise among  anti- 
racists and anti-fascists. That nazi 
violence is no longer considered 
newsworthy is a sad indication of the 
extent to which it has become part of 
the fabric of everyday life in parts 
of western Germany. 

It stands in marked contrast to the 
angry media reaction to a similar 
incident in July 2000 at a memorial 
ceremony at the site of the former 


Wuppertal, which had already been 
defiled six days earlier when nazis 
painted SS-symbols on it with the 
slogan: Wir kommen wieder (We'll be 
back). In that incident, a mob of 
nazi thugs ambushed 15 anti-fascists 
who were laying a wreath and 
assaulted them with clubs, knives, 
bricks and tear gas, seriously injuring 
several people. 

The lack of news coverage of 
the Leverkusen ambush can also be 
compared with the coverage regularly 
given to violent nazi behaviour in 
eastern Germany and its presentation 
as primarily an east German problem, 
rather than one for Germany as 
a whole. 


By Christian Dornbusch for Der 


When the anti-fascists and two Kemna 


NORWAY: Acquittal of nazi overturned 
NORWAY’S SUPREME COURT has ruled that the leader 


of the crank nazi Vigrid group can be convicted for antisemitic 
remarks he made in an interview with Verdens Gang in 2003, 
overturning an Appeal Court decision. 

Tore Tvedt, 64, had been convicted at the end of 2006 for 
saying, among other things, that Jews were “evil murderers” and 
“they are not people, they are parasites that must be wiped out”. 
But the Appeal Court acquitted him on the grounds that the 
remarks, though extremely derogatory, were not insulting 
enough to be covered by Norway's anti-racism law and 
freedom of speech took priority. 

The Supreme Court held that although freedom 
of speech must have wide parameters, “there is a 
limit to grave insults that can be tolerated in 
public, by society. 

“It must be taken into consideration that Tvedt 
here does not only express his own opinions, but 
appears as leader and spokesman for an active 
organisation composed of young people 
preparing themselves for the ‘war’ he describes. 
This makes the statements more threatening 
and frightening than if he was speaking 
exclusively on his own behalf,” the Supreme 
Court ruled last month. 

Vigrid, which bizarrely describes itself 
as a religious network, is virulently racist 
and anti-Jewish, denies the Holocaust 
and publicly admires Nazi Germany. 

‘Tvedt now faces a new trial. 


IN MEMORIAM 
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SWITZERLAND: Surprise coup ousts 
far-right leader 


THE LEADER OF the far-right Swiss People’s Party 
(SVP) has been kicked out of the Swiss government despite 
his party’s victory in the general election in October. 

Christoph Blocher (pictured), the Justice Minister in the 

outgoing government, was caught out by political 
plotting by Social Democrats and Christian 
Democrats who blocked his path to the seven- 
strong Federal Council by persuading a party 
colleague to stand against him. 

The SVP is entitled to two of the seats, 
which are allocated by parliamentary voting 
on each candidate from four parties. The 

Social Democrats and Christian 

Democrats sprang a surprise by 

backing one of Blocher’s colleagues for 

his seat. 

Blocher increased his party's vote in 
October by running a strident anti- 
immigrant campaign, using racist 
election posters showing three white 
sheep kicking a black sheep off the 
Swiss flag. 

The coup plunged the SVP into 
disarray and infighting, with Blocher 
pledging to go into opposition rather 


than take part in the coalition 
government that invariably rules 
Switzerland. 


Klaus Harbart 1955-2005 
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International 


Le Pen 
re-elected for 
finaltermas 
FN president 


From Jean-Yves Camus 
in Paris 


THE FRONT NATIONALS annual 
conference took place in Bordeaux on 
17-19 November at a time when the 
party is facing its most important crisis 
since Bruno Mégret and his followers 
split away in 1999. 

Bad results in the polls (just 5%), a 
lack of money and an elderly leader - 
Jean-Marie Le Pen turned 79 in June - 
whose succession is still not settled, 
were the most important points of 
discussion and conflict at the gathering. 

For the first time since 1972, party 
members elected their leader directly 
instead of the party executive 
appointing him. Le Pen, who was the 
only candidate, received 97% of the vote 
in which 53% of the party’s members 
participated. 

Le Pen has announced that he 
will step down in 2010. There are now 
three official candidates to succeed him. 
One is his daughter Marine, who was 
elected vice-president in charge of 
public relations, training of party 
activists and party propaganda. Another 
is Bruno Gollnisch, who remains as 
vice-president, with his duties restricted 
to the FN’s international relations. 
The third is Carl Lang MEP, who 
together with Gollnisch opposes the 
“modernisation” of the party that 
Marine Le Pen has initiated with her 
father’s approval. 

It would be wrong to think that the 
FN’s internal strife is about differences 
between hardliners and “post-fascists” in 
the style of Gianfranco Fini in Italy. 
Marine Le Pen in her keynote speech 
denounced the “most dreadful foreign 
invasion in the history of the country”, 
language quite different from her 
simpering calls to Arab-born French 
citizens to vote for Le Pen during the 
recent presidential campaign. She has 
more than once stated that she does not 
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Marine Le Pen 


intend to drop a single line of the party’s 
agenda and is supported by various 
factions with a distinct national 
revolutionary tone such as Egalité et 
Réconciliation, led by the former 
Communist writer Alain Soral, who is 
now a member of the FN’s Central 
Committee. 

Those who oppose Marine Le Pen 
have lately tried to regroup themselves 
in various fringe movements alongside 
the FN, which bring together FN 
members and radicals from other 
organisations. For example, Jean- 
Francois Touzé, a former member of the 
party leadership, and Nicolas Bay, 
secretary-general of the dying 
Mouvement National Républicain 
(Mégret’s party), have launched a 
political club called Convergences 
Nationales and want to position it 
firmly “on the right”. 

The bimonthly Synthése nationale, 
published by Roland Hélie, held a 
meeting in Paris on 27 October, which 


attracted what looked like a who’s who 
of anti-Marine far-right factioneers. 
Synthese nationale, the regionalist Alsace 
d’abord and the fascist Bloc Identitaire 
are now running common activities 
and the latter two came together in a 
new “Fédération Identitaire” on 11 
November. These attempts to rally their 
forces will certainly remain marginal 
and it is now almost certain that Marine 
Le Pen will succeed her father, both as 
party leader and as the FN candidate in 
the 2012 presidential election. 

Division and factionalism has always 
tended to hurt the FN, even in times of 
electoral success, but the party should 
not be written off. Marine Le Pen still 
has a good chance of doing well in city 
council elections in Hénin-Beaumont 
in northern France in March 2008. 
And when President Nicolas Sarkozy’s 
popularity starts to wane, disillusioned 
supporters of his conservative Union for 
a Popular Movement might well start 
looking for an alternative. << 


Viaams Belang 
in the doldrums 


From Wim Haelsterman 
for AFF/Verzet - 
RésistanceS in Brussels 


The extreme right-wing Vlaams 
Belang (VB) is still failing to profit 
from the political crisis that has left 
Belgium without a national government 
since the federal election of June 2007, 
despite the undoubted “nationalist 
accent” of the crisis. 

The election was won by the 
Christian-Democrat/Nationalist 
alliance (CD&V/NVA) in Flanders and 
by the Liberal-Democrat Mouvement 
Reformateur (MR) in Wallonia and 
Brussels. Both regions’ socialist parties 
did badly, as did the VB, which lost 
votes to the new populist List De 
Decker (LDD) led by the former liberal 


senator Jean-Marie De Decker. The 
LDD broke through the 5% threshold 
and has five MPs and one senator. 

Six months after the election, there 
has been no progress towards the 
formation of a new _ coalition 
government. Some of the impasse stems 
from the belligerent language of the 
Flemish nationalist bloc and the lack of 
enthusiasm in French-speaking 
Belgium for institutional reform leading 
to a higher level of autonomy for the 
three regions of Flanders, Brussels and 
Wallonia. 

The VB demanded a parliamentary 
debate on the future of Belgium and a 
vote on moves that would eventually 
lead to the end of the Belgian state and 
the foundation of an independent 
Flemish republic. Every MP except 
those of the VB rejected this proposal 
on 22 November. MPs from the more 
moderate New Flemish Alliance (NVA) 
absented themselves from the vote for 
strategic reasons, as the NVA is also 
keen for the Belgian state to implode. 

Meanwhile, the VB continues to lose 
people to the LDD. Only a few of the 
more prominent personalities, such as 


the former VB MP Jurgen Verstrepen, 
have made the switch but what is more 
significant is that some VB branches 
have crossed over, attracted by the 
LDD’s success, driven by opportunism 
and fed up with the dictatorial ways of 
the VB’s leader Filip Dewinter and his 
friends. In some places the VB has lost 
its entire middle management and 
scarcely a week passes by without news 
of yet another VB councillor or branch 
decamping to the LDD. 

To make matters worse, recent polls 
place the VB at a historic low (15% in 
Flanders) and show increased support 
for the LDD (at 10% or more). It is 
clear that the VB has lost its underdog 
status after 20 years of spectacular 
success, a situation with which the VB’s 
leadership finds it hard to cope. The end 
of the Belgian state has never been so 
close, according to some observers, but 
the extreme-right party barely plays a 
role. 

On 18 November, 35,000 people 
marched in Brussels in favour of 
Belgium and Belgian unity but two 
thirds of the demonstrators belonged to 
French-speaking community. ~= 
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union is affiliated to TUFS and actively 


works against the fascists. 
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International 


S!/. Election result reflects desire for 


strong Russia 


From Mara Vliadimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow 


NOBEQA NYTUHA — 


UNITED RUSSIA, president 
Vladimir Putin's party, gained a 
landslide victory in the Russian 


parliamentary election on 2 December, 
polling 63.3% of the vote, compared to 
the Communist (CPRF) runners-up 
who took just 11.5%. Another 9.5% 
voted for Vladimir Zhirinovsky’s ultra- 
right Liberal Democratic Party of 
Russia (LDPR) and 7.5% voted for A 
Just Russia. No other parties even came 
close to the 7% threshold. 

Therefore four parties of the 11 that 
stood in the election have won seats in 
the Russian parliament, the Duma. 
Three parties — the Russian Party of 
Peace and Unity, the National Union 
and the Russian Green Party — were 
denied registration because of alleged 
problems with their applications. 

Many people in Russia viewed the 
election as a referendum on Putin. 
Many voters interviewed outside 
polling stations said they had voted for 
Putin, not for United Russia. In the 
previous parliamentary elections in 
2003, the party got only 37.6% of the 
vote. 

The successes of the LDPR and A 
Just Russia were more of a surprise. 
A pro-Kremlin creation, A Just Russia 
was formed a year ago as a union of 
Rodina, the Party of Life and the 
Pensioners’ Party. It has positioned itself 
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as a supposedly centre-left alternative to 
United Russia. Neither the Party of Life 
nor the Pensioners’ Party had seats in 
the outgoing Duma, whereas Rodina, 
which campaigned four years ago on 
nationalist sentiment, had 45 seats. 

The leader of A Just Russia, Sergei 
Mironoy, is also the speaker of the 
Council of the Russian Federation. 
After the election, he stated that A Just 
Russia might seek an alliance with the 
Communists in the new Duma but 
political observers have noted that 
A Just Russia is eating into some of the 
CPRF’s electoral support. 

The election campaign was stained by 
its obvious lack of equality for the 
contending parties. Even independent 
internet sites complained that they had 
received a _ directive from _ the 
Presidential administration to promote 
only the four parties that ended up with 
seats. On the streets of Moscow and St 
Petersburg, it was mostly these parties’ 
leaflets that were distributed. The walls 
and billboard sites of Moscow were 
plastered with huge posters carrying 
short slogans such “Vote for Putin” and 
“Putin means victory for Russia”. 

Although radio and __ television 
channels gave a few minutes of poor 
quality advertising to other parties, 
United Russia’s campaign was always so 
much more professional, colourful and 


well financed that it was clear from the 
outset who would win. Putin’s name and 
face were ubiquitous and the images of 
famous actors and well known and 
popular people were used to lure voters 
to United Russia. 

Young people supporting United 
Russia, Nashi (Ours) and Young Guard, 
the Young Yabloko, SPS (Union of 
Right Forces) and the Union of Young 
Communists (SKM) were also very 
active before the election, taking part in 
television debates and manifestations. 

There was an uncomfortable and 
pressured atmosphere at the polling 
stations which seemed to be packed 
with policemen. A spin-off from Nashi, 
the so-called “anti-fascist movement”, 
called Nashi Vybory (Our Elections) 
mobilised more than 20,000 young 
people to conduct exit polls. The day 
after the election, a large group of Nashi 
Vybory members demonstrated against 
French media scepticism about the 
freedom of the election at the French 
Embassy and at other embassies of 
European Union states in Moscow’s 
city centre. 

They were well equipped, all dressed 
uniformly in winter jackets with the 
phrase  “Politspetsnaz” — (political 
commandos) on their backs and white 
shirts with Putin’s portrait and the 
slogan “Our Choice”. Acting as an 
organised group and relishing the fact 
that they were supported by state power, 
they appeared aggressive and 
uncontrolled. These supposedly “anti- 
fascist” forces have not once been 
mobilised to combat Russia’s growing 
extreme right. 

Immediately after the election, the 
representatives of the various parties, 
the political experts, the pundits and the 
journalists discussed the results on 
television. They reached the conclusion 
that the statist concept of a fully united, 
unified and powerful Russian state had 
won and that there was little real 
difference in political programme 
between all the parties that participated 
in the election. 

Even the opposition parties largely 
proposed the same policies as 
United Russia: the struggle against 


corruption, for equilibrium between 
poor and rich, a strong state and 
a nationalism based on the notion 
that Russia is a country with a great 
future, great culture and history and 
should be respected as an equal on the 
world stage. 

The electoral eclipse of the two liberal 
democratic pro-Western parties, 
Yabloko (Apple), led by Grigory 
Yavlinsky, and the SPS, was presented as 
logical because most people see them as 
foreigners who do not respect their own 
country and are only ready to listen to 
the West. In the rhetoric of all the 
parties that won seats in the Duma, the 
West is Russia’s main enemy. 

It is clear that new political forces 
have arisen to push Yabloko and the 
SPS — and with them the unhappy 
memories of the 1990s — out of the 
picture but all of them are just clones 
of the only real political power in the 
country: Putin’s authoritarian United 
Russia. Its victory threatens to paint 
the country in a uniform grey, the 
colour worn by the Russian police. ~<a 


) President 
Vladimir Putin: 
his United Russia 
party won nearly 
two-thirds of the 
vote 


Man dies in 
racist knife attack 


By Graeme Atkinson 


A MAN WAS KILLED and _ at 
least four other people were 
injured in a series of racist attacks 
in St Petersburg on 1 December. 
The racist and antisemitic 
incidents are the latest manifes- 
tation of the racists’ determination 
to make the city's streets unsafe for 
Jews and ethnic minorities. 

The attacks started at Gorkovskaya 
metro station at around 14.30, when 
Sayana Mongush, a_ journalist 
employed at the Republic of Tyva 
government office, was bombarded 
with racial insults by two nazi 
skinhead teenagers who _ had 
entered her carriage looking for a 
victim. They were about to hit her 
when she took out her camera and 
warned them off. 

The teenagers backed away but 
continued to taunt her until the 
next stop when they appeared to 
leave the train. In fact they only 
changed carriages to round up 
their mates and returned. 

Eight of the boneheads then set 
about her. When a man sitting next 
to her tried to defend her the nazis 
attacked him while — other 
passengers looked on. 

Later, at about 17.00, a 49-year- 
old St Petersburg resident 
(allegedly of “a clearly Semitic 
appearance”) was attacked by a 
group of youths and hospitalised 
with multiple stab wounds and 
concussion. Around 40 minutes 
later, in the same area as the assault 
on Ms Mongush and the stabbing, 
the body of a 20-year-old Uzbek 
was found with multiple knife 
wounds. It appears that he had left 
his home to go shopping half an 
hour before his death. 

Finally, at about 22.15, a 59- 
year-old Moldovan was taken to a 
city hospital after being attacked 
by a group of youths close to the 
scene of the fatal stabbing. 
Luckily, he fought off his attackers 
and escaped. 

Nazi violence 
escalating into a 


in Russia is 
national 
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problem and is becoming much 
more selective compared with 
the localised random violence of 
recent years. Anti-fascists are 
being systematically targeted. 
On 27 November in Samara, six 
anti-fascists going home from a 
punk rock festival were 
ambushed and severely beaten 
by a gang of around 30 nazi 
boneheads. Three people were 
hospitalised with concussion. 

The attack was the first of its kind 
in Samara. Anti-fascists there 
believe the nazis organised it in 
revenge for a peaceful anti-fascist 
protest against the far-right 
“Russian march” in Samara on 
4 November. 

The internationally respected 
SOVA monitoring centre in 
Moscow has confirmed the rising 
tide of violence. In its latest report, 
SOVA says that at least 546 people 
were attacked by fascists, between 
1 January and 30 November 2007. 
Fifty-seven of these attacks were 
fatal. The figures do not include 
the many unreported assaults, 


nor underreported attacks on 
homeless people. In Moscow 
alone, 34 people have been 


murdered and 180 injured, in St 
Petersburg, five murdered and 92 
injured and in Nizhny Novgorod, 
one murdered and 36 injured. 

At the same time, says SOVA, 
there have been fewer 
prosecutions of the perpetrators of 
racist violence. From January to 
November 2007, there were just 19 
convictions for racist and nazi 
violence, consisting of nine for 
murder and manslaughter, nine for 
wounding and one for the 
attempted terrorist bombing of 
the Grozny-Moscow train. ~a 


With acknowledgement to the 
SOVA Centre 
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Vatican accused of aiding 
legitimisation of fascism 


By Alfio Bernabei 


GIVEN THE BLESSINGS | the 
fascists received from the Vatican during 
Mussolini’s dictatorship, including the 
blackshirts getting ready to commit 
atrocities in Abyssinia, it is not 
surprising if questions are asked about 
the real significance of the Vatican's 
recent beatification of 498 people who 
were killed in Spain during the 1930s. 
Mostly priests, they were described as 
martyrs of religious persecution and 
died between 1934 and 1937. 

During the latter two of these years 
the Civil War was raging and General 
Franco was setting the stage for the 
dictatorship he eventually achieved 
with the help of Nazis and Fascists 
from abroad. Sixty thousand Italian 
“volunteers” went to Spain with 
the blessing of Mussolini and the 
Catholic Church, which was acting in 
sordid complicity with the dictator. 
They butchered as many Republicans as 
they could. 

Franco of course suffered heavy losses 
too among his combatants and sympa- 
thisers. Among the latter there were, no 
doubt, many actively involved with the 
Catholic Church, including priests and 
nuns. Even supposing the 498 kept well 
away from politics, to call them victims 
of “religious persecution” alone begs the 
question why it started to happen in 
1934 during the _ politically 
charged prelude to the Civil , 
War. It was inevitable, given the 
historical context, that some 
would give a political inter- 
pretation to the prolonged 
campaign that led to the 
beatification of these martyrs _ 
in St Peter’s Square, applaud- 
ed in particular by the diehard 
followers of Franco and Opus 
Dei. Wasn't this elaborately | 
choreographed ceremony yet 
another example of the Vatican's 
propensity to lend support to 
the right or far right? 

Italians know only too well 
that there is no such thing as a 
politically neutral __ priest. 
Or nun. Or church worker. | 
The date chosen for the | 


beatification ceremony was certainly far 
from neutral. Vatican officials are too 
steeped in rituals to pretend ignorance. 
Pope Ratzinger opted for 28 October, 
the anniversary of Mussolini March on 
Rome in 1922. 

A leaflet distributed by a group of 
antifascist protesters read: “On the 
lugubrious anniversary of the March on 
Rome, 498 followers of Franco will be 
beatified in the Vatican. It is significant 
that the Vatican hierarchy, more and 
more hostage to Opus Dei, have chosen 
the anniversary of a coup d’état that led 
to fascism in Italy to commemorate so 
called ‘martyrs of the Republic’. It is 
equally significant that this is taking 
place at a time when the Zapatero 
government in Spain is about to 
introduce a law that condemns fascism.” 

The leaflet continued: “Ratzinger is 
enlisting the Catholic Church on the 
side of historical revisionism that seeks 
to legitimise fascism and promotes a 
kind of reactionary society, patriarchal, 
homophobic and racist”. 

No incidents were reported in St 
Peter’s Square itself where 40,000 faith- 
ful, mostly from Spain, listened to the 
Mass celebrated by a representa- 
tive of the Pope, who claimed 
that the 498 “offered their 
) life shouting Viva Cristo Re! 
[Hail God the King)’. But 


‘ scuffles broke out in front of 


the nearby Church of 
Sant’Eugenio, known for 
| attracting Opus Dei 


Catholics. Here antifascists 
had set up a reproduction of 
Pablo Picasso’s Guernica 
and displayed a banner 
with the words, “those who 

| killed, tortured and 
* exploited cannot be beati- 
fied”. (The reference to 
torture alluded to the case 
of Olaso Zabala, a priest 
from the Basque region, 
who in his youth was sent 

to the Philippines where 
he apparently witnessed 


Pope Ratzinger 


and took part in torturing a colleague 
who had turned into a local revolutionary 
against the dying Spanish Empire.) 

After leaving the church about 40 
people attacked the antifascists and tore 
the reproduction to shreds. “They 
physically attacked us shouting Viva 
Franco!”, said one. Police took six 
people into custody. 

The question of historical revisionism 
mentioned in the leaflet continues to 
present a major cultural and political 
threat in Italy. One of its more sinister 
manifestations is exemplified by the 
inroads fascists are making in schools in 
an effort to recruit pupils. 

ANPI, the national association of 
veterans who fought against the Fascists 
in the Second World War, recently sent 
a letter to Giuseppe Fioroni, the 
Education Minister. Headed “Enough 
with fascist propaganda in schools”, the 
letter lists a series of attempts by fascists 
to gain control of student unions as well 
as a number of attacks against 
antifascist students who opposed them. 

“It is unacceptable”, the letter states, 
“that students representing openly nazi 
groups speaking in favour of the Third 
Reich manage to present themselves as 
candidates at student union elections. 
We recommend that measures be taken 
to prevent nazi-fascist propaganda in 
classrooms”. Among its signatories are 
Rosario Bentivegna, who took part in 
the resistance movement against the 
Nazis, the philosopher Gianni Vattimo 
and Cristiano Lucarelli, a well known 
footballer. 

As part of the same initiative ANPI 
has gathered a team of lawyers to take 
action over breaches of the laws by 
fascists engaged in propaganda. 
Apologia of fascism is illegal in Italy but 
the law is almost universally ignored. 
The letter suggests that too many heads 
of schools and universities who should 
make use of the law to prevent fascist 
propaganda in classrooms refrain from 
taking action to stop the phenomenon 
from spreading. The law is there but 
they ignore it. Knowingly or not, they 
are playing the Vatican game in helping 
the nazis. =] 
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